DRAFT MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 4th October 2021 in Silkstone Sports Pavilion. 
PRESENT
Meeting Chaired by Cllr Richard Leech 
Councillors: Peter Millar, Debra Smith, Janice Wake, Meryl Liddell, Derek Liddell and Sue Williams.
Also, In attendance: Cllr John Wilson (BMBC). 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Cllr Smith confirmed the sad news that Silkstone Common Ladies Choir had folded due to a lack of interest and inability to recruit new members; the previously awarded grant of £400 will be repaid to the Parish Council. Cllr Smith also raised the issue of the overgrowing ivy hedges at the top of Cone Lane restricting the footpath for pedestrians. The Clerk reported that Cllr Barnard had been in touch to say that Highways have now written to the owner.  

Cllr Smith said that the manhole cover adjacent with Towngate has been dislodge during grass cutting. Cllr Leech said that it had been relocated. 

Cllr Wake reported what seems like a longstanding issue with the gate on ‘The paddock’ play area next to Broad Gates. 
Cllr Leech again raised the issue of gully cleaning across the parish. Also reported by Cllr Leech was the problem with an uneven surface on Towngate causing a hump to appear in the road. Cllr John Wilson said that Barnsley MBC will be addressing the issue during financial year 2022-2023 as budget had been allocated.  
21-096 APOLOGIES
RESOLVED to note apologies from Cllr Gill and Cllr Millar. 
21-097 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note no declarations of interest.  
21-098 MINUTES
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Silkstone Parish Council meeting held on Monday 6th September 2021 as a true and accurate record. The Chair signed the Minutes. 
21-099 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
	2021/1209
	Proposed single storey side extension front porch and rendering to parts of property at 73 Martin Croft, Silkstone, S75 4JS.


RESOLVED to make no comments.  

21-100 SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATE & ‘ELECTRONIC’ NEWSLETTER  
Cllr Millar gave an update on progress towards re-launching the Council Facebook account following a meeting with Breakthrough Communications. Cllr M Liddell will provide administration rights to enable the current account to be accessed. Progress is also being made in producing the ‘eNewsletter’. 
Cllr M Liddell reminded everyone that the deadline for articles for the Winter edition of the newsletter is 3rd November 2021. She also reported that the current newsletter deliverer for Silkstone had resigned so a new deliverer will need to be found. 

RESOLVED to note the update.  

21-101 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP      
Cllr Smith explained the current position following a meeting of the steering group on 21st September 2021. A version 2 of the Draft Plan has been sent to Helen Willows of Barnsley MBC for her guidance with a view to asking Council to review and adopt the plan at the November meeting of full council. 

RESOLVED to note the update on progress. 

21-102 AFFORDALE HOUSING     
Cllr Smith gave a verbal presentation about the Government initiative to improve low-cost housing. She further confirmed that this was not being considered as part of the Neighbourhood Development Plan but wanted to make Council aware of these types of schemes should there be an appetite in future to progress in this way. Since in our parish the only option is to build on ‘green-belt’ land it may prove to be difficult to obtain land at a below market cost. 

The Chairman asked Council to set aside Standing Orders at 7.26PM, which was agreed to allow Cllr John Wilson to speak 

Cllr Wilson said that Barnsley MBC were considering the possibility of such schemes, but any scheme would need to be financially viable and be in partnership with a Housing Association; the problem is that the initiative should not allow developers to see it as an opportunity to build on ‘green-belt’ land and offer a small number of affordable housing alongside large expensive housing. 

The Chairman asked Council to reinstate Standing Orders at 7.28PM, which was agreed. 

Cllr Leech suggested that as the Neighbourhood Development plan was a priority for council, the matter could be discussed again as part of the Business Development Plan meeting in May 2022. Cllr D Liddell agreed that this was a good idea. 

RESOLVED to defer the subject until the Business Development Working Party meeting of May 2022 following election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  
21-103 NALC POLICY CONSULTATION BRIEFING     
The Clerk gave a brief verbal update referring Councillors to the proposed consultative document from NALC. Councillors were asked if council should respond to the request to take part in the consultation or allow NALC to respond on behalf of the council. 

Cllr Smith said that there seemed like a detailed set of issues that would take a considerable amount of time and suggested that NALC were better placed to respond. 

Cllr Leech agreed and asked if anyone was of a different opinion, Cllr D Liddell said that he was happy to look through the proposed responses and send comments around to Councillors. 

RESOLVED to await comments from Cllr D Liddell to see if there was any benefit in taking part in the exercise.    
21-104 POLICY UPDATES       
RESOLVED to adopt the updated policies presented (a) Complaint’s policy (b) Retention of Documents policy (c) Published Information policy (e) Risk Management policy. 
Cllr Smith said that she thinks the Customer Engagement policy needs to be discussed in more detail, particularly with reference to ongoing issues in Fall Wood. Cllr Williams agreed saying that there were biodiversity issues to consider. 

RESOLVED to defer an update to the Community Engagement policy and ask the Clerk to include as a separate agenda item. 

Council was further asked to consider adopting a new Equality policy as currently there was not one in place. Cllr D Liddell asked if the word “Sex” should be replaced by “Gender”. Cllr Wake said that the word sex was correct in terms of current legislation. 

RESOLVED to adopt the Equality policy as presented.  

21-105 COMMITTEE & WORKING PARTY MEETING DATES        
RESOLVED to note the following meeting dates and format :-

(a) Allotments Working Party – two Councillors were not present, so no meeting arranged. 

(b)  Staffing Committee – to take place 13th October at 7PM via Teams subject to Cllr Millar being available. 
(c) No meeting of the Policy Committee required following MR 21-104 above. 
21-106 CONCLUSION OF EXTERNAL AUDIT        
RESOLVED to note the conclusion of audit by the external auditor and pay their fee. 

RESOLVED to thank the Clerk & RFO for a successful conclusion to audit.  

21-107 INVOICES FOR PAYMENT    
[image: image1.emf]Date  Invoice  Payee Description Net Vat Total Cheque Purchase 

Tax Point number number Order 

01-Sep-21 Eon Pavilion Gas Supply  £48.19 £2.41 £50.60 DD N/A 

01-Sep-21 Eon Pavilion Electricity Supply  £49.36 £2.47 £51.83 DD N/A 

08-Sep-21 PWLB Loan Repayment £6,744.18 £0.00 £6,744.18 DD N/A 

09-Sep-21 Adobe Adobe Pro Software £12.64 £2.53 £15.17 DEBIT N/A

10-Sep-21 Buy & Drop UK Limited  Lawnmower Blades for villages  £79.74 £15.95 £95.69 DEBIT2021-035

14-Sep-21 Amazon  Wasp Nest Killer  £10.70 £2.14 £12.84 DEBIT N/A

17-Sep-21 Giff Gaff  Business Continuity Mobile 'phone £8.34 £1.66 £10.00 DD N/A 

20-Sep-21 South Yorkshire Pensions  Local Government Pension Scheme  £277.02 £0.00 £277.02 DD N/A 

30-Sep-21 EE Office Mobile Telephone  £5.00 £1.00 £6.00 DD N/A 

20-Sep-21 Zoom Video Conferencing Conferencing Facilities Fee  £11.99 £2.40 £14.39 DD N/A 

01-Oct-21 EWS-2021-10Expert Water Services Legionella Monthly monitoring £50.00 £10.00 £60.00 SO2021-012

01-Oct-21 SPC01Richard Bell Parish Clerk Salary - September 21 £718.40 £0.00 £718.40 SO N/A 

11-Sep-21 Plusnet Broadband  £17.00 £3.40 £20.40 SO N/A

01-Oct-21 Richard Bell Office Allowance £40.00 £0.00 £40.00 SO N/A

23-Sep-21 Post Office  Registered post  £4.85 £0.00 £4.85 DEBIT N/A

31-Aug-21 2388Bothams Prestige  Grounds & Villages Maintenance  £1,025.42 £205.08 £1,230.50 SO2019-009

23-Sep-21 Richard Bell Lawnmower  £549.86 £109.97 £659.83 3018832021-033

21-Sep-21 Discounted Cleaning Supp. Bin Liners for Recreation Ground  £8.71 £1.74 £10.45 DEBIT N/A

29-Sep-21 WEL Medical Ltd Defibrillator Pads  £72.00 £14.40 £86.40 DEBIT N/A

26-Aug-21 Business Stream  Recreation Ground Water  £157.64 £0.00 £157.64 DD N/A

01-Oct-21 Claire Kellett Pavilion Cleaning (£20 per week)  £80.00 £0.00 £80.00 SO2021-023

04-Oct-21 HMRC Income Tax & National Insurance  £679.27 £0.00 £679.27 301901 N/A

02-Sep-21 Richard Bell Office Security Lock  £94.57 £18.91 £113.48 301902 N/A

01-Oct-21 PKF Littlejohn LLP External Auditor Fee £400.00 £80.00 £480.00 301903 N/A

29-Sep-21 1045Kirkells Limited  Neighbourhood Plan Consultancy £1,960.00 £392.00 £2,352.00 301904 N/A

04-Oct-21 Breakthrough Comms.  Social Media Consultancy £395.00 £79.00 £474.00 3019052021-039

04-Oct-21 Richard Bell Clerk Salary (Back pay)  £164.94 £0.00 £164.94 301906 N/A

04-Oct-21 John Whitmore Electrtical Installation of Lighting  £945.00 £189.90 £1,134.90 3019122021-027

04-Oct-21 Vision ICT  Annual Hosting and Support  £110.00 £22.00 £132.00 301911

04-Oct-21 BOS Ltd.  Autumn Newsletter production £468.21 £0.00 £468.21 301907 2020

04-Oct-21 Stewart Walkton Handyman Services  £105.16 £0.00 £105.16 3019082021-041

Repairs to Orchard Wood gate  £199.44 £0.00 £199.44 3019082021-042

Total £304.60

                                Total invoices for payment                               £15,492.63£1,156.96 £16,649.59


RESOLVED to approve the payments schedule dated 4th October 2021. 

21-108 GRANT APPLICATIONS       

A grant application has been received from Silkstone Common Good Companions towards the groups Christmas celebrations. 

The Clerk confirmed that the Council have power under Local Government Act 1972 Section 137 to incur expenditure in the interests of, and bring benefit to some or all of the inhabitants of the parish. 

RESOLVED to agree the grant application for £400.    

21-109 ASSET REGISTER         

The Clerk presented a revised Asset Register following addition of the new Stihl Lawnmower. 
RESOLVED to approve the updated Asset Register.  

21-110 SILKSTONE RECREATION GROUND      

The Clerk explained that there was an ongoing water leak of some description adjacent to the football pitch from an unknown source. Investigations were continuing and a contractor has been engaged to track, trace, and repair if possible. 

RESOLVED to note the update from the Clerk. 
21-111 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY       

The Clerk confirmed that the road closure application for Martin Croft on Sunday 14th November 2021 from 10.15AM to 11.30AM had been approved by Barnsley MBC. 

The Clerk is attempting to locate a religious minister to present the Act of Remembrance following the retirement of Reverend Browell. 

Council may need to consider printing leaflets for distribution on surrounding streets in order to ensure issues encountered in 2019 of residents attempting to drive through the road closure are minimised. 

RESOLVED to note the update and ask the Clerk to establish the costs of printing. 

RESOLVED to order a remembrance wreath from the Royal British Legion for £25.

RESOLVED to note that Cllr D Liddell will lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. 

21-112 HANGING BASKETS        

The Clerk reported that the contractor would be removing the hanging baskets next week and the sponsorship signs thereafter.  

RESOLVED to note the update.  

21-113 COMMUNITY & ASSET SECURITY      

The Clerk confirmed that the CCTV had been ordered and a date for installation should follow for later in October. 

Cllr Wake confirmed that the Neighbourhood Watch group had held a meeting in the Pavilion and wished to recruit more members and look at more initiatives in the parish. Furthermore, a local crime Prevention event involving local PCSO was being arranged with a date to be confirmed but hopefully Saturday 27th November in the Pavilion.  

Cllr M Liddell could include an article publicising the event, but this would need to be with her by 3rd November to meet print deadlines. 

RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to raise a Purchase Order for an additional SID from Westcotec Ltd as quoted.  

21-114 SILKSTONE SCHOOL PTA EVENT        

The Clerk reported that Silkstone PTA would be running the Scarecrow Trail event during October and may also look at providing other attractions such as food which would require Barnsley MBC permission.   

RESOLVED to note the event and thank Silkstone school PTA for their hard work.

21-115 CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE

RESOLVED to note the following correspondence:
	1) More correspondence about parking issues on Ben Bank Road – Clerk reported to Police. 

	2) Resident reported parking issue on Moorend Lane – Clerk reported to Police 

	3) Traffic Regulation Order – correspondence from resident. 

	4) Potholes on Ben Bank Road – correspondence from resident.

	5) Correspondence form National Autistic Society about job vacancy in Hoyland House. 


21-116 MEETINGS 
	Cllr Richard Leech
	Huskar Community Rooms AGM, SID installation 

	Cllr Derek Liddell
	Neighbourhood Development

	Cllr Meryl Liddell
	Neighbourhood Development

	Cllr Debra Smith
	Neighbourhood Development & Silkstone Heritage x2   

	Cllr Janice Wake
	None.

	Cllr Lesley Gill 
	Not present

	Cllr Sue Williams 
	None  

	Cllr Peter Millar
	Not present  

	Clerk 
	Meeting with CCTV and Water Leak contractors. SID installation  


21-117 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Silkstone Parish Council will be held in the Silkstone Sports Pavilion on Monday 1st November 2021 commencing at 6.45pm.
	Chair’s Signature 
	Date


The Chair closed the meeting at 8.13pm.
Silkstone Parish Council 4th October 2021

