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SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Business Plan 2020 - 2023

1. MISSON STATEMENT

To improve the quality of life for the residents in and visitors to Silkstone and Silkstone Common.

2. STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

To assist in the creation of a socially inclusive and economically viable community,   embracing all residents irrespective of age, culture, income, race or religion and which seeks to develop their wellbeing, knowledge, understanding and mutual co-operation.

To provide high quality, efficient, cost effective and sustainable services.

To promote and encourage the provision of a range of leisure, social, recreational and

        community educational facilities in the Parish.

To provide a channel for the views and expressions of the local community and to be responsive to its needs and aspirations

· To consult with and listen to the local community and implement their views where appropriate.

To develop partnership and agency working with public and private sectors in terms of resources and finance for the benefit of the community

To develop the role of the Council under the concept of the Local Council Awards scheme and to achieve appropriate awards


To liaise with and support local community associations
3. PRINCIPLES

In all its actions, the Council will take into account, and where appropriate act in accordance

with, the principles enshrined in relevant legislation and best practice for:

Equal Opportunities

Best Value

 Crime and Disorder 

 Disability Discrimination

Age Discrimination 

Equality for all

 Local Council Awards Scheme

 General Data Protection Regulations and Freedom of Information Act
Councillors agree to abide by the NALC standard Code of Conduct when they accept office.
All Parish Council meetings will be held in accordance with the adopted Standing Orders and 
Financial Regulations of the Parish Council.

4. THREE YEAR PLAN

Some Achievements from the previous 4 years:-

Created a Trim Trail next to the Huskar Community Rooms for public use. 

Picnic benches installed using Tesco grant award 

Hanging Baskets installed in both villages 

Programme of improvements to street furniture, especially refurbishment of benches. 

Installation of memorial plaques for in remembrance of the 100-year anniversary of the end of 

World War One. Planting of commemorative English Oak Trees in both villages. 
Commemoration of the 180th Anniversary of the Huskar Pit Disaster, including community events 

and production of a DVD. 

VE Day 75th Anniversary celebrations events including the production of a commemorative booklet 

in conjunction with Heritage Silkstone. 

Footway improvements in Conroyd Wood with a view to creating a Nature Trail. 

Successful Summer Fairs in 2017 and 2019 bringing the Community together. 

Set up a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group who are presently working on a NP for the Parish. 

The Key Objectives for the four years 2020 - 2023 are:

Lead on speed reduction and road safety initiatives in both villages and continue with efforts 

for improvement works to the A628 crossing in partnership with Barnsley MBC Highways and 
local organisations.

To seek grant funding to create a nature or heritage trail in Conroyd Wood including further 

footpath improvements. 
To continue supporting the Neighbourhood Plan steering group for the Parish and facilitate the
Creation of a plan ready for a referendum of residents for adoption. 

Look to lead on initiatives for the creation of electric vehicle charging points and other sustainable 

energy solutions, including the possibility of wind generation or solar power production. 

To continue the search for suitable allotment land in the Parish to create an additional site. To inspect 

and ensure the integrity and safety of the existing allotments site. 
To work in partnership with CARE on improvement works and general maintenance of the parish to 

make the parish the best place to live. 
Continue to maintain the Silkstone recreation ground and sports pavilion to a high standard with a view to

Promoting community engagement. Promoting the availability of the Sports Fund kindly donated 
by Silkstone United U18’s team.  
To seek grant funding for refurbishment works to the Silkstone War Memorial
To seek grant funding opportunities for improvement works to the Silkstone wagonway to create a 
tourist attraction and protect the integrity of the same. 
To inspect and manage the Parish Council’s woodlands at Conroyd Wood, Jays Wood, Orchard wood 
and the Chestnuts.

To inspect street furniture and monuments in Parish Council ownership.
To support residents with IT workshops and training events and promote the use of online solutions. 
To inspect and maintain the Silkstone recreation ground car park, MUGA and youth shelter.

To assist Silkstone church with the organisation of an annual Armistice Day Service at the War Memorial.

All new Councillors to attend new Councillor training as soon as possible after joining the Council. 
All Councillors and the Clerk to attend training conferences/sessions. 

Clerk to make progress towards becoming qualified. 
Endeavour to facilitate the installation of Christmas Trees in both villages and the possibility of 

Christmas Lights. 
Create a website in compliance with the Accessibility regulations and help promote the area as a

 tourist destination. 
The Business Development Working Party will continue to meet and agree on an action plan and 

budget requirements in advance of the budget setting process. 
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