
Surface Water Drainage from SRG (Car Park)  
 
 
Following the report to Council in September 2019 (Minute Number 2019 xxxx) contractors 
were engaged who carried out a visual survey and then attended site on Thursday 26th 
September to jet the drains located at the entrance/exit of the car park and the main 
drainage manhole cover.  
 
 Contractors spent 2 hours jetting the drains. However, they have identified a potential 
problem in that water is not soaking away as expediently as it should be. The issue would 
seem to be the ‘soakaway’ located somewhere between the MUGA and Silkstone Beck that 
may be nearing the end of its “useful life” being probably 20 years old.  
 
What is a soakaway?  

It is a very effective way of dealing with surface water.  Traditional soakaways collect all the 
surface water run-off into one point and then allow the water to percolate in a controlled 
manner into the surrounding ground/earth in the area where it falls.  A soakaway drain feeds 
the water into the central collection point.  A soakaway is a great means of keeping the 
ground moist and offers a water source for gardens.  Often located in the rear garden around 
the perimeter of the property soakaways also deal with excess water during periods of heavy 
rain when surface water drainage systems can’t cope with the volume of water. 

A soakaway is a hole that is dug in the ground that is filled with coarse stone and rubble that 
allows the water to filter through it.  Some modern soakaways are created using ‘soakaway 
crates’ that allow the water to filter through in the same manner.  Before attempting to install 
a soakaway it is advisable to ensure that a percolation test is carried out to ensure that the 
water can soakaway quickly and effectively.  High clay content is not a suitable location for a 
soakaway.   If the ground is not suitable and you install a soakaway then water logging 
occurs and can contribute to localised flooding, so it is important to do your homework 
before attempting to install a soakaway. 

 
 



Having previously looked for plans without success, we can only guess that it is situated 
somewhere in the grassed area next to the Trim Trail. Locating it would be extremely 
expensive and destructive.  
 
If we wished at some stage in the future to negate the need to dig into the Trim Trail grassed 
area, an alternative solution would be to effectively start again and either link the existing 
drains into a new soak away (or directly into the Beck if we are allowed) or just create a new 
system running from the car park near our gate across the centre of the car park passing 
between the MUGA and HCR then out towards the Beck.  
 
The drains around the HCR have all been checked and are clear.  
 
Please refer to the diagram in Appendix H.  
 
Conclusion.  
 
There is no immediate urgency but a Capital Works budget may need to be approved 
following a period of monitoring.  
 
In the meantime, Cllr Stier and Clerk will continue the search for records/plans.  
 
Richard Bell  
Parish Clerk – 1st October 2019.  


