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Councillor Contact details

Meryl Liddell

Chair of the Council

Tel: 01226 790509 meryl.liddell@btinternet.com

Richard Leech
(Vice Chairman)

Tel: 01226 791679

rich@richardleech.co.uk

Derek Liddell Tel:01226 790509
derek.liddell@btinternet.com
Debra Smith Tel : 07443 221784
[d@jdblackhorse.me.uk
Ron Stier Tel : 01226 790074

silkstoneparishcouncil@gmail.com

Alan Thompson

Tel : 07870 191873

alan.thompson2010@hotmail.co.uk

Peter Millar

Tel : 07970 8679

peter.millar@group-atlantic.co.uk

Parish Council Meeting dates for remainder of

2019.

2 July

3 September
1 October

5 November
3 December

All meetings to be held at the Silkstone Sports
Pavilion from 6.45PM.

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
" FOUNDATION

| An overview by the
Chair from the Annual Parishioners’ meeting
on 15" April 2019:-

“I would like to start as usual by thanking all the
parish councillors for all their hard work over the
past twelve months. Parish councillors volunteer
and give their time freely, all attending not just the
regular monthly parish council meetings, but lots
of other events and meetings between those
meetings, always trying to improve the lives and
environment for everyone living in the parish. |
am proud to say that over the last twelve months
they have an 85% attendance record for the
monthly parish council meetings was achieved.

The last twelve months has seen lots of changes,
mostly good, but some sad and unexpected. The
passing away of Councillor Andrew Browell in
January shook us all and both my personal
condolences and that of the whole Parish Council
go out to Andrew’s family. We have also had a
change of Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance
Officer, Karen Canadine left us for pastures new
after 11 years. | would like to thank Karen for all
her hard work and wish good luck and best
wishes in her new role with Yorkshire Local
Councils Associations.

I would like to thank all the Parish Councillors for
all their hard work, particularly Richard Leech,
who as Vice Chair has helped and supported me
over the last twelve months. Councillors Debra
Smith, Ron Stier, Alan Thompson and Derek
Liddell have all worked tirelessly supporting the
Parish Council whilst also doing their best to help
and support the community. | would like to thank
Chrissie Yates her contribution to the Parish
Council over the last twelve months. Chrissie has
recently moved out of the parish, so is now not
eligible to stand. | would at this time also like to
say hello to Peter Millar. Peter has recently joined
the Parish Council and I look forward to working
with him in the future. The current members of
the Parish Council recently stood again in the
local elections and were returned unopposed.
We all look forward to serving you for the next
four years. We also said goodbye to Richard Bell
as a Parish Councillor, and | thank him for his
contributions as a councillor. On the upside
Richard is still very much part of the Parish
Council and is now our Parish Clerk and
Responsible Finance Officer; welcome Richard in
your change of role, | look forward and hope to be
working with you for a long time to come.
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Our Ward Councillors, Robert Barnard, John
Wilson and Paul Hand-Davies, continue to
support the Parish Council and the parishioners of
Silkstone Parish. All have worked tirelessly on
behalf of the Parish, representing us at the
highest levels at Barnsley Metropolitan Borough
Council. Thank you all for your hard work.

Thank you to David Hughes, our internal auditor
for your continued contribution. Thank you again
for your help and advice it has been greatly
appreciated. | would again like to give heartfelt
thanks to Linda Marsh, without her help the
Parish Newsletter would never be published. Carl
Brown, continues to work with the Parish Council
and continues to work hard within the parish, |
hope our working relationship continues. Finally |
would also like to thank our colleagues at BMBC
for the help and support they have given to the
Parish Council over the last twelve months.

The Silkstone CARE group and Silkstone in
Bloom have worked tirelessly throughout the
parish again this year, their ongoing work
program across the Parish is one of the main
reasons the two villages look as attractive as they
do. | would like to congratulate the group on
achieving both, The Duke of York Community
Initiative Award and The Queens Award for
Voluntary Services. This is a massive
achievement, both I, and the Parish Council are
proud to have been part, albeit a very small part,
of their success.

Hanging baskets are again individually
sponsored, thank to everyone who has sponsored
a basket and contributed to the ambiance of both
the villages.

The Parish Council continues to support our
community groups offering grants of up to £400.
This year just under £3000 has been given to
various community groups across the parish.

It has been an eventful year. One of the
highlights was the ‘Huskar 180’, this
commemorated 180 years since the dreadful
disaster that took the lives of 26 young people,
the youngest of whom was seven years and the
eldest was only ten years his senior. Several
events took place between 4" to 8" July which
included the unveiling of three community
gardens, a fantastic floral display in the church, a
drama held in two parts; part one at Silkstone
Common J & | School, then part two held in the
Red Lion Public House car park. The week
culminated in a reception and very special service
at the Church which was attended by over 90

descendants of the original families. The success
of the week was a testament to the hard work of
all those involved.

We were very proud to have been selected as
one of the villages the Tour de Yorkshire passed
through. The weather was kind making it a great
day out for many members of the community, with
a few of our budding photographers taking some
brilliant photographs.

There were events in memory of the ending of the
Great War. 120 men from the Parish answered
the call to arms with 15 never returning. The
Parish Council has sponsored the purchase of
two English oak trees and memorial signs
dedicated to those brave men.

The Parish Council has several allotments all of
which are currently rented out to allotment
holders, who spend many happy hours on their
plots. At the time of writing this report there are
currently 17 people waiting for the chance to have
an allotment to work.

The Huskar Community Rooms continue to go
from strength to strength, the group who manages
the rooms are proud of the successes they have
celebrated over the last twelve months. The
rooms boast a wide range of activities including
yoga, craft, a dance school, scouts, brownies and
many more. ltis also a successful venue for
birthday parties, hog roasts and BBQs to mention
a few of the activities. The Huskar Committee
has recently purchased amongst other things air
conditioning for the dance studio and CCTV to
help protect the building.

The success of ‘Silkstone Luncheon Club’ should
also be celebrated for having also achieved The
Duke of York Community Initiative Award. This
group goes largely unsung but are a vital in
helping our older residents avoid social exclusion.
They run a minibus around the parish picking up
residents to the luncheon club having a lovely
meal at the Station Inn, Silkstone Common.

Another group is the ‘Good Companions’, this
group has been meeting for almost 60 years and
is open to all. They meet monthly and have a
wide and varied agenda throughout the year
including days out, a musical sing a long, a
ukulele band and a strawberry fair to name but a
few. | know that new members will be made very
welcome.

Looking forward, next year will hold new
challenges for the Parish Council who will



continue to work hard to ensure the best
outcomes for Silkstone Parish

The writing and approval of a Neighbourhood
Plan is still something the Parish Council would
like to achieve. The importance of a
neighbourhood plan cannot be over emphasised,
as it will help to ensure the two villages in the
parish develop in a way, we as residents, want to
see.

We will also be holding a Summer Fair again in
the coming year on Silkstone Playing Fields.
Please watch out in the newsletter, notice boards,
website the summer fair Facebook page for more
information.

Lastly, | would like to thank everyone in the parish
for the support you have shown us the Parish
Council. | am looking forward to the challenges
over the next four years, but especially the next
twelve months. | know there will be many more
successes to report next year from our fabulous
parish.

Clir Meryl Liddell
Chair Silkstone Parish Council 2018/2019

Finance Report
by Richard Bell the Parish Clerk and
Responsible Finance Officer:

The total precept (Parish element of the Council
tax) for the Parish for 2018/2019 was £71,865
with a council tax support grant of £4,635 giving a
total income to the Parish from Barnsley MBC of
£76,500.

Barnsley MBC paid this to the Parish Council at
the end of March 2017 rather than beginning of
April 17 which has meant that the precept was
shown in the 2016/2017 accounts. This was
reported in last year’s annual report so as a
consequence the Precept for 2017/2018 is
showing as nil.

Silkstone Parish Council - Accounts 2018/2019

Receipts 2017/2018 | 2018/2019
Precept 0.00 71,865.00
Council Tax support grant 0.00 4,635
Allotments 592.00 532.00

Grants 22,234.00 0.00
Newsletter Adverts 1,242.50 862.50
Pavilion & Recreation 4,027.00 3,405.00
ground

Hanging basket sponsors 1,840.00 1,840.00
Huskar Community Rooms 10,754.25 9,600.00
Summer Fair 2017 709.67 0.00
Defibrillators 2,588.51 0.00
VAT 12,567.19 2,618.98
Total 56,555.12 95,358.48
Payments 2017/2018 | 2018/2019
Administration 7,153.62 6,649.12
Employees 21,095.94 14,541.27
Silkstone Recreation 23,826.54 22,623.15
Ground & Pavilion

Environment 10,336.54 5,947.74
Grants to local groups 2,054.32 2,466.66
Miscellaneous 167.59 360.69
Capital Projects 1,219.70 0.00
Huskar Community Rooms 4474 .40 0.00
Loan Repayments 13,488.36 13,488.36
Recreation Ground 22,678.67 22,623.15
Drainage

Trim Trail 10,000.00 0.00
War Memorial 2,240.00 0.00
Refurbishment

A628 road improvements 2,917.92 0.00
Professional fees 0.00 0.00
Training 198.00 489.00
Summer Fair 413.59 0.00
Defibrillators 2,288.00 0.00
VAT 12,617.16 4,265.12
Total Payments 135,950.65 87,506.52
Fund Balance Summary

Balance B/F 84,831.20
Receipts 95,358.48
Total 180,189.68
Payments 87,506.52
Balance C/F 31 March 2019 92,683.00




Community Group Grants

In 2018/2019 the Parish Council awarded grants
to the following Community Groups ranging from
£100 to £400:

Old Silkstone Band

Silkstone Common Ladies Choir
Silkstone Luncheon Club

Silkstone Common Good Companions
Silkstone Common Methodist Church

Keep Silkstone Common Green
Tiny Tots

Penistone Paramount

Huskar 180

CARE

Hanging Baskets

Many thanks to the sponsors of the 2018 hanging
baskets in Silkstone and Silkstone Common.

The hanging baskets sponsorship has grown
since its first year in 2016 when 15 baskets were
sponsored. In 2018 there were 26 and for
summer 2019 there will be even more baskets
thanks to an increase in demand with an
anticipated 33 on display in the Parish.

The aim is to have every lamp column possible
adorned with a Hanging Basket to showcase our
villages.

Awarded Grants

During 2019 a grant award from Tesco will see
the introduction of picnic benches near the Trim
Trail which will complement the footpath
improvement works in Conroyd Wood now that
Phase 1 has been completed.
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