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Silkstone Parish 
Council 

Annual Report  
2017-2018 

Councillor Contact details 

Chair of the Council 
Meryl Liddell 
Tel:790509 or e-mail meryl.liddell@btinternet.com 

Richard Leech 
(Vice Chairman) 

Tel: 791679 or 
rich@richardleech.co.uk 

Richard Bell Tel : 07801-135769 or e-mail 
richard.1.bell@uk.zurich.com 

Andrew Browell Tel : 492294 or e-mail 
andrewbrowell@sky.com 

Derek Liddell Tel:790509 or e-mail 
derek.liddell@btinternet.com 

Debra Smith Tel : 07443-221784 or e-mail 
jd@jdblackhorse.me.uk 

Ron Stier Tel : 790074 or e-mail c/o 
silkstoneclerk@ymail.com 

Alan Thompson 
(from Jan 18) 

Tel : 07870-191873 or e-mail 
alan.thompson2010@hotmail.co.uk 

Chrissie Yates 
(from Sept 17) 

Tel : 07788-290821 or e-mail nick-
yat@lineone.net 

 
Parish Council Meeting dates for remainder of 2018. 

2 July 
3 September 
1 October 
5 November 
3 December 
 
All meetings to be held at the Silkstone Sports 
Pavilion. 

An overview by the Chair 
to the Annual Parishioners’ meeting on 16 April 18. 

I would like to thank all the parish councillors for all 
their hard work over the past twelve months.  Parish 
councillors volunteer and give their time freely, all 
attending not just the regular monthly parish council 
meetings, but lots of other events and meetings 
between those meetings, always trying to improve the 
lives and environment for everyone living in the 
parish.  I am proud to say that over the last twelve 
months an 80% attendance record for the monthly 
parish council meetings was achieved.  
 
I would particularly like to thank Richard Leech, who 
as vice chair has helped and supported me over the 
last year.  Richard Bell, Debra Smith, Ron Stier, 
Andrew Bowell, Derek Liddell, who have all continued 
to work hard and contribute towards the success of 
the Parish Council.  I would also like to thank Chrissie 
Yates and Alan Thompson who have more recently 
joined the parish council and are already making their 
mark.  
 
By welcoming two new parish councillors, means that 
I must also say goodbye and thank you to Steve 
Fletcher and Susan Wareham for their contributions 
during their time on the Parish Council.  
 
There is a lot of work that goes on in the background 
to keep the Parish Council, not only efficient and value 
for money, but on track to make sure we adhere to all 
legislation, new and old.  Karen Canadine our parish 
clerk carries out this task brilliantly whilst continuing 
to support the parish council, being always prepared 
to go above and beyond whenever it is needed.  
Thank you Karen. 
 
Our Ward Councillors, Robert Barnard, John Wilson 
and Paul Hand-Davies, continue to support the Parish 
Council and the parishioners of Silkstone parish.  All 
have worked tirelessly on behalf of the parish, 
representing us at the highest levels at Barnsley 
Metropolitan Borough Council.  Thank you all for your 
hard work. 
 
Thank you to David Hughes, who became our internal 
auditor last year.  Thank you for your help and advice 
it has been greatly appreciated. I would like to give 
heartfelt thanks to Linda Marsh, without her help the 
Parish Newsletter would never be published.  This 
year saw a new handyman Carl Brown start to work 
with the parish council.  Carl has worked hard within 
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the parish and I hope our working relationship with 
him continues.  Finally I would also like to thank our 
colleagues at BMBC for the help and support they 
have given to the Parish Council over the last twelve 
months. 
 
The Silkstone CARE group and Silkstone in Bloom have 
worked tirelessly throughout the parish again this 
year, their on going work program across the parish is 
one of the main reasons the two villages look as 
attractive as they do.  I would like to congratulate 
Silkstone CARE and Silkstone in Bloom, celebrating all 
the hard work they have carried out over the last 
twelve months.  This is just another instance of 
ordinary people within the parish giving up the time 
to keep the environment we live in as attractive as it 
is.    
 
Hanging baskets were individually sponsored again 
last year.  This really helps both the villages look 
attractive during the summer months, whilst 
remembering loved ones and promoting local 
businesses.  There were 21 hanging baskets across the 
two villages in the summer of 2017.   
 
The Parish Council continues to support our 
community groups offering grants of up to £400.  This 
year over £2000.00 has been given to various 
community groups across the parish. 
 
This year saw a summer fair held in Silkstone 
Common, for the first time for many years, the 
weather was kind and everyone had a fabulous day.  
The hard work and coming together of the community 
to make sure the day was a success is just another 
instance that make me say I am proud to live in 
Silkstone Parish.  All monies raised after expenses 
went towards the purchase of a defibrillator for each 
village.  These have now been purchased and in place.  
There is one on the wall of the Station Inn in Silkstone 
Common and one on the wall of the Huskar Rooms in 
Silkstone, thank you to the people who have allowed 
us to place these valuable community assets on their 
buildings. 
 
This year sadly saw the closing of the Silkstone 
Common WI after many years of meetings.  The group 
will be sadly missed.   
 
The Parish Council has a number of allotments all of 
which are currently rented out to allotment holders, 
who spend may happy hours on their plots.  At the 
time of writing this report there are currently 15 

people waiting for the chance to have an allotment to 
work. 
The Huskar Rooms continue to go from strength to 
strength, the group who manages the rooms are 
proud of the successes they have celebrated over the 
last twelve months.  The rooms boast a wide range of 
activities including yoga, craft, a dance school, scouts, 
brownies and many more.  It is also a successful venue 
for birthday parties, hog roasts, BBQs to mention a 
few of the activities. 
 
Looking forward, next year will hold new challenges 
that the Parish Council will continue to work hard to 
ensure the best outcomes for Silkstone Parish.  A 
massive challenge will be the new data protection 
legislation due to ‘go live’ at the end of May 2018 the 
General Data Regulation Protection (GDRP).  This is 
European legislation that will affect every Council, 
group or business that holds any information about 
anyone and how it stores and uses that information.  
The Parish Council is already working hard to be ready 
for when the new legislation goes live and to be 
compliant to it at all times  
 
One of the main projects will be the writing and 
approval of a neighbourhood plan.  This will need to 
be consulted on with as many parishioners to make 
sure the content is what the parish wants.  The parish 
council will be hoping to recruit a band of volunteers 
to help and support the development, writing and 
issuing of our new neighbourhood plan.  So please 
watch the notice boards, website and Facebook for 
more information. 
 
Lastly, I would like to thank everyone in the parish for 
the support you have shown us the Parish Council.  I 
am looking forward to the challenges over the next 
twelve months and hope that there are many 
successes to report next year. 

Meryl Liddell  
Chair Silkstone Parish Council 2017/2018 

 

Finance Report  
by the Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer: 

The total precept (Parish element of the Council tax) 
for the Parish for 2017/2018 was £70,365 with a 
council tax support grant of £4,635 giving a total 
income to the Parish from Barnsley MBC of £75,000.  
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Barnsley MBC paid this to the Parish Council at the 
end of March rather than beginning of April 17 which 
has meant that the precept is shown in 16/17 
accounts. 

Silkstone Parish Council  - Accounts 2017/2018 

Receipts 2016/2017 2017/2018 

Precept  139,230.00 0 

Council Tax support grant 9,270.00 0 

Allotments 465.00 592.00 

Bank interest 43.80 0 

Grants 50,026.00 22,234.00 

Newsletter Adverts 1040.00 1,242.50 

Pavilion & Recreation  
ground 

1,025.00 4,027.00 

Hanging basket sponsors 880.00 1,840.00 

Huskar rooms 10,056.36 10,754.25 

Summer fair 2017 0 709.67 

Defibrillators 0 2,588.51 

Vat 12,900.27 12,567.19 

Total Receipts 224,936.43 56,555.12 

 

Payments 2016/2017 2017/2018 

Administration 7,860.96 7,153.62 

Employees 20,088.03 21,095.94 

Silkstone Recreation 
Ground & Pavilion 

25,967.87 23,826.54 

Environment 7,748.76 10,336.54 

Grants to local groups 2,235.00 2,054.32 

Miscellaneous 0.00 167.59 

Capital Projects 1,219.70  

Community Centre 0.00 4474.40 

Loan Repayments 13,488.36 13,488.36 

Recreation Ground 
Drainage 

40,814.87 22,678.67 

Trim Trail 0 10,000.00 

War Memorial 
Refurbishment 

0 2,240.00 

A628 road improvements 0 2,917.92 

Professional fees 175.00 0 

Training 148.50 198.00 

Summer Fair 0 413.59 

Defibrillators 0 2,288.00 

Vat 12,230.29 12,617.16 

Total Payments 131,977.34 135,950.65 
 

Fund Balance Summary  

Balance B/fwd 124,741.95 

Receipts 56,555.12 

Total 181,297.07 

Payments 135,950.65 

Balance C/fwd 31 March 2018 45,346.42 
 
Community Group Grants 

In 2017/2018 the Parish Council awarded grants to 
the following Community Groups ranging from £100 
to £400: 

Old Silkstone Band 
Silkstone Common Ladies Choir 
Silkstone Luncheon Club 
Silkstone Common Good Companions 
Silkstone Common Methodist Church 
CARE 

Hanging Baskets 

Many thanks to the sponsors of the 2017 hanging 
baskets in Silkstone and Silkstone Common – This is a 
list of the wording on the signs: 

Sponsored by Mikael Lamber Photography 
Sponsored by Silkstone Utd Football Club 
Sponsored by the Goulding Family 
To celebrate Barbara Sanders 90th year from family and 
friends 
Sponsored by Silkstone Environmental Ltd 
In Memory of Gavin West 
Sponsored by The Bells Steakhouse 
In Memory of Sheila Machin 
In Memory of Judith Bannon much loved friend of 
Dodworth Walking Group 
Sponsored by The Red Lion 
In Memory of Peter Handley 
Sponsored by Birds Bike Academy 
Sponsored by Barkworth Associates 
Sponsored by Silkstone Utd Cricket Club 
Sponsored by Butcher Residential 
Sponsored by Silkstone Pre School 
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Sponsored by Signs Xtra 
In Memory of John Worrell & Fen Christmas 
In Memory of Mum and Dad 
Sponsored by John Whitmore Electrical 
Sponsored by Throstle Nest Saddlery 

 
For summer 2018 there will be even more baskets 
thanks to high demand for baskets especially in 
Silkstone. 

The hanging baskets sponsorship has grown since its 
first year in 2016 when 15 baskets were sponsored. In 
2017 there were 22 baskets and in 2018 there will be 
26 with 11 of these being new sponsors. 

Defibrillators and Summer Fair 

During 2017 the Parish Council promoted fundraising 
for a defibrillator in each village. With support from 
local businesses, local groups and residents through 
donations, fundraising and the summer fair the 
fundraising meant that a grant to the Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service (YAS) under their 999 scheme was 
accepted.  The Parish raised £999 for each defibrillator 
and the YAS covered the extra cost for the cabinets. 
The income received in excess of the purchase cost 
will cover 4 years maintenance costs for both units. 
This was a fantastic achievement so thank you to 
everyone that donated, helped with fundraising and 
helped at the summer fair. 

Awarded Grants  

In the 17-18 financial year the Parish Council saw the 
installation of the new trim trail at Silkstone 
Recreation Ground with 100% grant funding from 
Tesco Bags of Help. Refurbishment works were 
completed on the war memorial in September 17 with 
a 75 % grant from the War Memorials Trust. 

CARE have been successful in securing funding for 
trees planted around the trim trail and for footpath 
improvement works to Conroyd Wood. 
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