Silkstone – St Florent Association.
The Parish Council of Silkstone is twinned with the community of St Florent des Bois, Vendee, France. The twinning agreement was signed in 1991, and since then exchange visits have been made at regular intervals. Hosts provide free accommodation and meals for their guests (on official visits only), but personal expenses external to the home are paid by the guests. For official visits the host community makes an application for grant funding from the EU, a programme of visits is arranged by agreement with the visiting community, volunteers are sought to provide accommodation, and letters of introduction are exchanged prior to the visit. Travel in both directions has been by rail, coach, air, sea, and private car. Up to 60 people have taken part in one visit and in total more than 700 persons have taken part. Group visits have included Old Silkstone Band, the sports teams of Silkstone, and  young people from schools. International football matches have been played, concerts have been presented and Old Silkstone Band have played in the Eiffel Tower Gardens in Paris, as well as in La Roche sur Yon and in St Florent des Bois. Renditions of “On Ilkley Moor Baht ‘At”  have been heard in St Florent and French Vendean traditional dance has been seen in Silkstone. The Napoleonic Guard (bizarrely, from Wakefield)  let off their cannons on Silkstone School field and French people joined English in traditional ceilidh dancing on more than one occasion. The aim has always been to improve understanding between our two communities, and sometimes it has not been easy, for misconceptions exist at every level, as when a French farmer accused the British of dumping cheap lamb on the French market, made cheap because our sheep farmers got free grazing for their sheep! Just one of the strange tales that goes around – and needless to say it was put right.  
Sadly a major visit of schoolchildren from St Florent was cancelled because of the Foot and Mouth restrictions a few years ago.  Paintings from St Florent were exhibited in the 2008 2-Villages Festival.
Programmes usually include educational as well as leisure activities. In the Vendee we have visited the Council Chamber in St Florent as well as the department (county) headquarters in La Roche sur Yon. St Florent’s Council responsibilities are quite different from our Parish Council, being further away from the nearest town and hence responsible for facilities that would be the responsibility of BMBC here. Care of the elderly is provided in a council-run care home with community-council supervision and a budget of 140,000 Euros. Health professionals in the community (not paid from council funds) include 6 nurses, 2 masseurs, 4 GPs, 1 speech therapist, 1 osteopath, 1 chiropodist, 1 chemist, 2 ambulances and 1 vet. 

The council is also responsible for minor roads and schools, so has a staff of 13 (not all full time) personnel and council offices in its own council offices in the Mairie. Sports facilities include a sports hall with indoor tennis, badminton and table tennis, two floodlit football pitches with changing facilities.  
They have their own fire station, manned by volunteers. And of course, they have their own post office, but then they are 8 miles from the nearest town. Their twinning committee runs courses in English. 

If you would like more information about our twin village take a look at http://www.saint-florent-des-bois.com/
The Silkstone – St Florent Twinning Association.

Contacts: Chair: Colin Bower, 15 Woodland Rise, Silkstone Common, Tel. 790416

Secretary: Yvonne Dinsdale, 15, Hall Royd Walk, Silkstone Common, Tel. 790583

St Florent des Bois, not far from the Vendee Atlantic coast, can offer the following accommodation:

Bed and breakfast (several).
Caravan and camping (1 site near the village, several within a short distance)

2 gites, hotels, hostel accommodation for groups.
Accommodation provided outside organised twinning visits is paid for on a bed and breakfast basis.
Please get in touch if you need more information.  

