SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
Parish  Council Meeting 11 May 2008

Clerk’s report on the Statement of Accounts for 2008-2009
A. Introduction
The Statement of Accounts for the financial year ended 31st March 2009 is attached.  It is prepared on a receipts and payments basis.  This means that the items shown in the Statement of Accounts reflect the year received or paid and may not necessarily “belong” to that year.

The Parish Council’s main asset and expense is the Silkstone Recreation Ground and Pavilion.

B. Analysis of the Statement of Accounts

1. Receipts

· Precept

The precept for 08/09 was set at £59,000 an increase of £7,000 to cover the escalating day to day costs of the Recreation Ground and to allow for a new budget of £5,000 for community facilities.  The precept cheque was received and banked in March 08.  The receipt is therefore shown as 0 for 08/09.

Allotments

The level of income shown is £200.00 which represents payment in full from all allotment holders for the 08/09 financial year.

Interest

There was a decrease  in interest earned from £2,720.62 to £2,196.17.  This was due to a fall in interest rates.

· Newsletter Adverts

The increase from £495 to £635 is due to an increase in the cost of newsletter adverts to £20 per quarter page.

Grants received

In 07/08 the council received a transport grant from SYPTE in the sum of £1,500. A grant of £700 from the Area Forum towards the cost of cleaning the war memorial gave total income of £2,200. In 08/09 the Parish Council were once again fortunate to receive a transport grant from SYPTE to distribute to local groups in the sum of £1,500 in March 09 SYPTE paid a top up grant of £340 which was distributed to local groups. A further grant from Area Forum in the sum of £1,500 towards the planned landscaping works at Silkstone War Memorial was received giving a total of £3,340.
· Silkstone Recreation Ground

The figure of £762.80 is made up of a £500 contribution towards the cost of the groundsman from the sports clubs which was actually due in 06/07 along with hire payments from the Harriers and payphone money. The £1,000 due from the sports clubs in 07/08 was paid in 08/09 along with the increased charges to user groups for 08/09. The total income banked from user groups for 08/09 is £3,042.75.
· Recreation

This new heading for 08/09 was created to allocate the income received from CARE to offset the cost of benches at Silkstone Recreation ground and the Waggon way.

Vat

All Vat is reclaimed this year’s claim amounted to £3,523.34 which is reduction on 06/07 as that amount of £11,296.81 included the Martin Croft play area claim.
2. Payments

· Administration
The figure of £7,467.60 includes the insurance premium of £2,443, all newsletter printing, and subscriptions to YLCA, SLCC etc, the new website and auditor fees.
· Employees

The reduction in costs for 08/09 to £16,302.01 from £17,431.15 in 07/08 is because the Parish Council paid an amount to the retiring Parish Clerk in the 07/08 financial year.
· Silkstone Recreation Ground
The costs of the Recreation ground increased from £28,234.36 in 07/08 to £29,927.11 in 08/09. This increase in cost was due to a number of one off contractor works which were required as result of Health and Safety requirements and also one vandalism incident.

· Recreation

In 07/08 the Parish Council spent £8,134.40 on improving recreational facilities in the Parish including £1,200 for additional dog bins, £1,100 for tree works in the Chestnuts and £1,575 for the cleaning and repairs to the war memorial (£700 of which was funded by an Area Forum grant). In 08/09 the Parish Council spent £6,479.78 on recreational facilities including £670 contribution towards the hedge laying in Orchard Wood which was part of a scheme developed by CARE to improve and maintain the Woods. This also includes the Hanging baskets provided and maintained by BMBC during the summer and the Parish Councils grounds maintenance contract with BMBC.
· Grants & s 137
In 08/09 £6,365 was issued in grants to local groups (£1,025 of which has been accounted for separately as Section 137 expenditure), a similar amount to 07/08. This amount included £1,840 transport grant which the council received from SYPTE and distributed to local groups on their behalf.

· Miscellaneous & Training
The expenditure of £1,086.18 in 07/08 was for Councillor and Clerk training throughout the year. In 08/09 this budget heading has been removed and replaced by a heading called Training. In 08/09 the Parish Council spent £1,323.30 on training the Chairman, Clerk and Councillors.

3. Balances

The fund balance as at 31 March 2008 is £35,419.14.

4. Audit

An internal audit has been arranged for 6th June 09 and the internal auditor will complete the internal auditor report section of the annual return soon after this date to enable the return to be sent to BDO Stoy Hayward by the end of June 09. The annual return will be presented to Parish Council for approval at their meeting on 1st June 09.
5. Action
Members are asked to approve this Statement of Accounts.
Signed    ........................................ 



30th April 2009

  Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer

  Silkstone Parish Council


