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SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Public Question Time
Notes for Members of the Public


Public Question Time is held at 6.45pm for 15 minutes prior to the formal council meeting
which commences at 7pm.
To ensure that each meeting runs smoothly, please follow the procedures detailed below:

Members of the public may address the Parish Council regarding any issue, 
which may include items on the Agenda.  

The Clerk will liaise with the person / group to obtain information for the Chairman of 
the meeting prior to commencement of the public question time.  
Each person is allowed 3 minutes to speak. Where a large group is involved 
regarding the same issue / agenda item, a spokesperson should be appointed by the 
group.

 The public question time is not the opportunity for a general discussion between 
 the Councillors and those addressing the meeting.

This public question time must be brought to a close after the 15 minute period to allow 
the Parish Council meeting to commence promptly at 7pm.
Unless the issue raised by the public already appears on the agenda, there will be no further

 discussion during the Parish Council meeting.  The Council may decide to include the item on 

a future agenda.

Having spoken on an issue the person / group may remain in the meeting to hear the 

item discussed by Parish Council if the item appears on the agenda.  The Chairman 
may decide to bring the relevant item forward on the agenda – this is at the 

Chairman’s discretion.

Members of the public may listen to the debate and the decision but there is no opportunity 
for further discussion between members of the public and members of council unless the 

council resolves to relax standing orders and permit a member of the public to speak.
Members of the public may if they wish remain in the meeting until such time as they are 
excluded for the council to discuss confidential business.

Members of the public may leave the meeting at any time.

Thank you for your co-operation with these procedures.
Karen Canadine
Clerk to Silkstone Parish Council
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