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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 3rd NOVEMBER 2008 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School
PRESENT
Chairman: Cllr D Liddell

Councillors: C Bower, R Brocklehurst, J Charlesworth, Mrs P Gallamore, P Handley, R Leech,      P Smith and R Stier.
In attendance: 4 residents and the Parish Clerk
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A resident advised the Council that a hedge is overgrown on Coates lane footpath near the equestrian centre. The Clerk will contact highways.

Cllr Stier asked if anything had progressed relating to footpath 8.  The Clerk advised that no further information had been issued by BMBC. She would contact the footpaths officer for an update.

Cllr Handley asked if a date had been set for the resurfacing of High street, Silkstone. The Clerk advised that whilst BMBC had advised that the work would be completed this financial year, no date had been set.  The Clerk will contact BMBC for an update.

Cllr Liddell advised that BMBC had not advised the Parish Council of the road closure which is currently in force on Ben Bank Rd.  The Parish Clerk had contacted BMBC to ask that any road closures in the parish are advised to the Parish Council in advance.

Cllr Stier pointed out that following advice from the environment agency, the beck running through Cone Lane woods is the responsibility of the Parish Council and therefore the handyman will remove the trees that have fallen in to the beck.
08-114
APOLOGIES

None
08-115 ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that no items on the agenda need to be discussed in private session.
08-116
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Cllr R Stier’s declaration of a prejudicial interest in items relating to the handyman Colin Waring. 
RESOLVED to note Cllr R Brocklehurst’s declaration of a personal interest in agenda item 5 relating to the planning application at 1 Delph Close, Silkstone.

RESOLVED to note Cllr J Charlesworth’s declaration of a personal interest in agenda item 5 relating to the planning application at 76 High Street, Silkstone.
08-117
PROPOSED NEW SCOUT HUT
Paul Lancaster updated members on progress of the new scout hut proposals and outlined a grant fund available from the scouting association for which an application will be submitted shortly.

Paul Lancaster handed the Clerk two letters of support for the project from the scouting association and guiding association.

RESOLVED that a cheque for £500 be issued to the Silkstone Scout and Guide HQ as soon as possible as a contribution towards the cost of the planning application for the project. This will be funded from the Parish Council’s community facilities budget.
08-118 MINUTES
RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the 6th October 2008 Parish Council meeting as a true and accurate record; minutes signed by the chairman.
Matters arising from the minutes but not covered on the agenda for this meeting:

Item discussed during public question regarding bench at Greyfell House – the Clerk will progress this item.
08-119
 PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)

RESOLVED that the following comments be advised to Barnsley MBC.

	2008/1569
	73 Martin Croft 

Silkstone
	Crown thin, crown lift and remove deadwood from Oak tree within TPO 3/1980


	No comment

	2008/1484
	1 Delph Close

Silkstone


	Roof  re-modelling
	No comment

	2008/1604
	76 High Street

Silkstone
	Erection of detached house (amended house type) Original planning permission approved Nov 06 ref 2006/1283


	No comment

	2008/1621
	10 Hall Royd Lane

Silkstone Common
	Erection of a detached garage with studio above


	No comment


08-120
CALENDAR OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2009

RESOLVED to approve the calendar of Parish Council meetings for the 2009 calendar year.
08-121
MODEL PUBLICATION SCHEME
RESOLVED to approve the model publication scheme 2008 for Parish Councils issued with YLCA advice note number 22.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk will complete the Guide to Proactively Published information. This will be presented to council for approval at their 1 December 08 meeting.
08-122
TWINNING ASSOCIATION
RESOLVED that Cllr Leech will join Cllr Bower on the Twinning Association as a Parish Council representative.

08-123
CLERKS REPORT
· War memorial grant applications


The Clerk advised members that she would be meeting WREN at the war memorial on 4 Nov 08 to discuss the project.  A decision from WREN is expected before the end of Dec 08.

The application to the war memorials trust (WMT) has been submitted although for a smaller sum than initially intended following advice from a WMT representative. The Clerk will complete an application form to Awards for All before the next council meeting.

· Boundary stone relocation

The Royal Engineers hope to be able to relocate the stone to Silverwood scout camp in January 2009.

· The Roses site land transfer

No reply has yet been received from the solicitor. The Clerk will issue another letter advising of Silkstone in Blooms intention to plant the stone planters next year and to pursue sponsorship for the planting.
· Proposed new allotment site

The Clerk has sent a letter to Mr White with a suggested figure for the rental of his land, a reply is awaited.
08-124
SILKSTONE IN BLOOM
The Chairman invited Jean Morrison to address the council regarding the Britain in Bloom competition. She advised that the group of volunteers who make up Silkstone Parish in Bloom (SPIB) are not able to progress a Britain in Bloom application on their own due to the broader scope of the competition now.  A Britain in Bloom application would need to involve neighbourhood pride and CARE as well as the Parish Council and the SPIB group. The SPIB group still has no Chairman. The group have been approached by a company who would like to sponsor part of the Silkstone Common village planting – possibly at the Roses site.

RESOLVED that the clerk will obtain an application form from Yorkshire in Bloom for 2009 to advise the council what would be involved to enter the competition.

08-125
MISSION ROOMS
The Parish Council have been asked if they would like to take over responsibility for the mission rooms and surrounding land at Silkstone Common.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact Mr Travis to request costing information on the mission rooms such as costs of maintenance, utilities and demolition.

08-126
SILKSTONE COMMON RECREATION GROUND

RESOLVED that the Parish Council offers Mr Haigh an additional £20 to deliver the questionnaire 

with the newsletter to the 630 households in Silkstone Common.

RESOLVED that Cllr Leech will photocopy the questionnaire at work and charge the parish council for the cost of the ink and paper.

RESOLVED that an additional 30 copies be printed for Cllr Brocklehurst who will distribute to year 6 pupils at Silkstone Common School when he will talk to them about the possible uses of the Silkstone Common recreation ground.

08-127
SCOUT HUT AND MUGA

RESOLVED to note that the MUGA would fit on the existing basketball court if it is extended by 1m all around.  As a result the scout hut will move back towards the wood by a few metres to accommodate the MUGA.
08-128 SILKSTONE PAVILION & RECREATION GROUND
RESOLVED that the Silkstone Playing Fields working party be asked to monitor the budget for the pavilion and recreation ground next year which should include a planned maintenance budget

08-129 ORCHARD MEADOW

RESOLVED that CARE be permitted to remove the blackthorn from around the Oak trees in Orchard meadow.
08-130 CRIME & SAFETY 

RESOLVED to note the crime figures for September 08 as Silkstone 3 and Silkstone Common 2.

Cllr Stier advised that the total crimes for the whole of Penistone East and West in September were 44 which is 14 less than August.

08-131 BANK RECONCILIATION

RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation for the period 1 July to 30 September 2008.

08-132 BUDGET MONITOR

RESOLVED to approve the budget monitor for the period 1 July to 30 September 2008.
08-133 BANK MANDATE
RESOLVED that the Clerk becomes a signatory on the parish council bank account to enable her to obtain information regarding bank balances from the bank. The Chairman signed the bank mandate.
It is not intended that she becomes a cheque signatory.
08-134
INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments as updated in the sum of £6,564.35
08-135
 AREA FORUM/OTHER MEETINGS
Cllr Stier reported on the area forum meeting and advised that a proposed clearway at the bus stop on Knabbs Lane is being progressed by BMBC for between 7am and 7pm.

Cllr Liddell reported that he had attended the South Yorkshire branch meeting of the YLCA.
08-136
 CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE
RESOLVED to note the following correspondence received since the last meeting of the Parish Council.

	Communities and Local Government:

Communities in Control: Real people, real power
	Code of Conduct for members and employees.     No response.

	Royal British Legion, Silkstone Church and CARE
	Letters of support for war memorial project

	One Barnsley
	Sustainable Community Strategy

	BMBC
	Hanging Basket spring – reply no thank you.

	Rural Action Yorkshire
	Information requested for grant awarded for Martin Croft play area – Cllr Liddell to action

	Business Link
	Events update – Cllr Leech taken

	Rural Action Yorkshire
	Empowering your rural community Conference and AGM Harrogate 

	Barnsley MBC
	Hard copy of the Parish and Town Council Charter – handed to Cllr Gallamore

	BDO Stoy Hayward
	Conclusion of audit papers – to go on 1 Dec 08 agenda

	Area Forum Officer
	Update on Knabbs Lane bus stop clearway

	Youth Participation Worker BMBC
	Request for PC support of internet bus – reply asking how the project would continue after parish council grant used.

	2 villages festival
	Thank you for grant and financial report on festival

	YLCA
	Ballot papers for standards board. Councillors agreed to nominate the Thurlstone councillor. Clerk to return forms to YLCA.

	YLCA
	White Rose update – passed to Cllr Gallamore

	BMBC Joint Waste strategy
	Extension of consultation to 12 Dec 08. Joint waste strategy to go on 1 Dec 08 agenda.

	Valuation Office
	Valuation of rateable value of pavilion – appeal on basis that the building has not been altered as implied in the valuation.


08-137
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 1 December 2008 at 6.45pm at the Mission Rooms, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.32 pm

	Chairman’s Signature
	Date
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