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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 12th November 2007 at 6.45pm at the Mission Rooms off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
PRESENT

Chairman: Cllr D Liddell    

Councillors: Cllr Mrs C Fishpool, Cllr Mrs P Gallamore Cllr P Handley, Cllr Mrs J Johnson, Cllr R Leech, Cllr P Smith, Cllr R Stier,  
IN ATTENDANCE: 5 residents and Mrs K Canadine – Clerk.
Public Question Time 

A resident requested information relating to the frequency of grass cutting in Silkstone village. His name and address was taken for the Clerk to respond in writing.
Cllr Stier advised that a hedge adjacent to 5 South Yorkshire Buildings on Moorend lane was very overgrown. Clerk to contact Highways Department BMBC. He also reported the illegal tipping of tyres on Hall Royd Lane – Clerk to advise Neighbourhood Pride.
Cllr Mrs P Gallamore reported that 2 bikes had been thrown in to the beck behind the cottages on Cone Lane. Cllr R Stier will remove.
A resident requested an update on Footpath 8 and was advised that BMBC have told the Parish Council that new evidence has come to light which will delay the public inquiry.

105. APOLOGIES
RESOLVED to accept Apologies from Cllr C Bower who is on holiday. Cllr Fishpool sent apologies that she will be late joining the meeting.
106. ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that agenda item 27 Clerks contract of employment and agenda item 28 Clerk’s Pension be discussed in private session.

107. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Cllr R Stier’s declaration of a prejudicial interest in Agenda items 14 & 24 relating to Colin Waring (Grounds Maintenance Contractor)
108. HALF PIPE PROPOSAL
RESOLVED that this item be deferred until the youth service are able to arrange for  a representative of the youth service and a group of youths to address the Council.

109. MINUTES

(i) RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the October 07 Parish Council meeting as a true and accurate record; minutes signed by the chairman.

In connection with minute number 88 it was noted that the Clerk has given each Councillor a copy of the amended scout hut plan.
In connection with minute number 92 Cllr Stier advised that a tree has been removed from the garden of 27 Ben bank road.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact the planning department of BMBC to find out if this tree had a TPO and if planning consent has been given for the work.

(ii) RESOLVED that the minutes of the Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party be noted.
Cllr Stier advised that minute number 8 should refer to the vehicular barrier and not pavilion doors.
110. PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)

RESOLVED to accept the comments on applications made by Councillors prior to this meeting and to approve the comments on the planning applications laid before the Council in accordance with the attached schedule
111. WORKING PARTIES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

RESOLVED that Councillors will advise the Clerk of dates set for working party meetings with the exception of the Planning Working Party which it was decided did not need to meet as a terms of reference document has already been written.

RESOLVED that a new Working Party be created for Silkstone Parish in Bloom and that Cllr Mrs J Johnson be appointed as the chairman of the working party. Cllr Mrs J Johnson will liaise with the Clerk to set a date for the first meeting and representatives of volunteer groups will be invited to join the working party.
112. CALENDAR OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2008

RESOLVED to approve the Calendar of meetings for 2008

113. NEW COUNCILLOR TRAINING

RESOLVED that new councillor training be organised for Cllr Mrs J Johnson with the YLCA at a cost of £25 + Vat (Parish Council powers under Local Government Act 1972, s111).
114. PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL CHARTER

RESOLVED to approve the Parish and Town Council charter and to ask BMBC to consider if one of the parish liaison meetings each year could include the chairman of the Parish as well as the Clerk. Also note typo on item 9 should read cost not cot.

115. CRIME AND SAFETY ISSUES

RESOLVED that as a result of the Penistone Grammar survey of young people, the Clerk contact the villages Youth Worker to discuss the possibility of a Young Peoples Cinema Club being set up. The Parish Council would pay the cost of the bus fare for young people to go to the cinema at Penistone.  Clerk to report back to next meeting.

Cllr R Stier reported on the vandalism in High Street Silkstone which involved the Silkstone School Christmas tree being knocked over by a car.

Cllr R Leech reported on graffiti on fencing in Towngate, Silkstone.

RESOLVED to note crime figures from South Yorkshire Police listed in the Clerk’s Crime & Safety report issued with the agenda.
116. SOUTH YORKSHIRE BUILDINGS

Cllr Mrs J Johnson asked why the roads around South Yorkshire Buildings had not been brought up to the standard of other roads in the villages. Cllrs advised that the road is privately owned by the residents and cannot be adopted by the highways department of BMBC until the road is brought up to an adoptable standard. Improvements to the road must be resident led and the Parish Council has tried to facilitate this in the past. Funding was available a number of years ago from the coal authority but unfortunately the proposal did not gain the support of 100% of the residents and could therefore not go ahead.
RESOLVED that Cllr Mrs J Johnson contact Cllr Bower for the plans of the site. She will also contact resident representative’s to see if the Parish Council can facilitate the forming of a resident group to resolve the poor condition of the roads.

117. PUBLIC SEATS

RESOLVED that the Grounds maintenance contractor Colin Waring be instructed to carry out the maintenance works to the public seats as soon as possible.

118. THE CHESTNUTS, SILKSTONE

RESOLVED that an order be placed with Colin Waring for tree works at The Chestnuts in the sum of £1,100 (using Parish Council Power’s under Public Health Act 1875 s164 & LGA 1972 Sch 14 para 27, Open spaces Act 1906 para 10)
119. SILKSTONE RECREATION GROUND

RESOLVED that the Clerk obtains quotations for CCTV at the Pavilion and car park behind the co-op and contacts the Coop to ask if they would contribute towards the cost of CCTV in the car park area.

RESOLVED that the Clerk investigates the cost of a dog warden for one week to patrol the recreation ground.

120. SILKSTONE COMMON RECREATION GROUND

RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts BMBC officers to request approval for Cllr Mrs J Johnson to liaise with the lawn tennis association and to agree a scheme for the Recreation Ground to include tennis courts and a football pitch. 
Should BMBC approve this request  the Lawn Tennis Association and other user groups will be invited to address the Parish Council as soon as possible.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk report the poor state of the footpath on the Recreation Ground to the BMBC Parks Officer.

121. ROADS AND FOOTPATHS

RESOLVED that the Clerk contact BMBC Highways to request a speed check wire across Ben Bank Road.
RESOLVED that the Clerk contact BMBC Neighbourhood Pride to request that a suitable location be chosen for a dog bin near Vicarage Farm Court sign. If a suitable position can be agreed the Parish Council will purchase a dog bin and request BMBC empties it.

RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts BMBC Neighbourhood Pride to request that the dog bin next to the public seat on Barnsley Rd/High Street near the Pharmacy is relocated away from the public seat.

RESOLVED that the Clerk contact BMBC Highways to request a sign be placed on Martin Croft to advise motorists of ‘children playing’ (in the vicinity of the play area and Nursery).

Cllr Mrs J Johnson left the meeting
122. HEALTH & SAFETY PROVISION

RESOLVED to accept and pay £200 for the Fire/Health and Safety Inspection Report and Risk Assessment carried out by BMBC officers on the Silkstone Pavilion.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council’s Handyman be requested to carry out a weekly inspection of the Youth Shelter on the Silkstone Recreation Ground and that the Clerk arranges for signage to be placed on the Youth Shelter advising that further misuse of the facilities will result in their removal.

123. WAR MEMORIAL
RESOLVED that the Parish Council accept the quotation from RAM Masonry for repairs and cleaning of the war memorial in the sum of £1,400 (using Parish Council powers under the Local Authorities Act 1923, s1 as extended by Local Government Act 1948 s 133).

RESOLVED that the Clerk completes a Grant application form to the Area Forum for a contribution to the war memorial works (to be submitted by Wed 14 Nov 07).

RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts the British Legion to ascertain if all the names of the fallen men from Silkstone and Silkstone Common are included on the war memorial. If not the Parish Council authorise that the additional names be included on the memorial at extra cost.

124. AREA FORUM/OTHER MEETINGS

Cllr R Stier – attended Area Forum - It was noted that the Neighbourhood Safety Team Report refers to 35 offences in Silkstone in September and that Silkstone is mentioned in the Police reports. The Police have issued a questionnaire to a number of Silkstone residents in the areas targeted by vandalism in September.

Cllr P Gallamore – attended Penistone & District AGM and the Scout/Guide committee meeting.

Cllr D Liddell – attended the NALC conference and Future Policing Forum setting priorities over the next 5 years.

The Clerk reported that an invitation had been received from the BMBC Mayor’s Parlour to the Civic Carol Service in Barnsley – Cllrs to advise the clerk if they wish to attend.

Cllr Mrs C Fishpool left the meeting.

125. BANK RECONCILIATION 1 JULY – 30 SEPT 07

RESOLVED that the Bank Reconciliation for the period 1 July to 30 September 2007 be approved.

126. INTERNAL AUDIT

RESOLVED that the Parish Council appoints Diane Brown as their Internal Auditor for the coming year and agrees to pay travel expenses from her home to the Clerk’s office. First internal audit meeting to be held in January 08.
127. GRANTS

RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to Bluebell Wood Hospice to advise that the Parish Council are unable to support the charity with a Parish Council grant. It was noted that a number of Councillors support the charity in other ways.

RESOLVED to approve a grant for the Church Tower Clock service in the sum of £67.57(using Parish Council powers under the Parish Councils Act 1957 s.2).

RESOLVED to approve a transport grant to the Good Companions in the sum of £185 (distribution of the SYPTE Transport grant).

RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts Silkstone Luncheon Club to advise that as they have already received £480 of the £1,500 SYPTE Transport grant, their application will be held until the end of the financial year to allow other groups to benefit from the grant. Any grant remaining will be given to the Luncheon Club at year end.

128. INVOICES FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED to approve the invoices for payment schedule totalling £6,723.11 attached with the exception of the BMBC grass cutting invoice which is to be queried by the Clerk and brought to the next Council meeting for payment.

129. BUDGET MONITOR 2007/2008

RESOLVED to approve the Budget Monitor to 30 September 2007.
FURTHER RESOLVED that a budget setting meeting will be held with Cllr D Liddell, Cllr R Leech and the Clerk on 29 November 07 and a draft budget be presented to the next meeting of the Council.

130. CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE

The Clerk reported on correspondence received since the last meeting and not discussed previously on the agenda.

RESOLVED that the Clerk responds to the items raised by the CARE group as follows:

Orchard Meadow – Clerk to liaise with BMBC regarding number of cuts carried out this year.
Cone Lane – This is BMBC responsibility, Parish Council liaising with Alan Carnall Highways regarding the poor state of this wall which is an H&S issue. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to BMBC Chief Executive regarding the poor state of this wall and concerns over the length of time taken for BMBC to action this issue – copy to ward Cllrs.

Silver Birch Wood – If CARE wants to pursue this they are asked to write direct to BMBC Estates department.
Station - PC agrees with CARE and notes their comments.

Bench costs – RESOLVED that the Clerk investigate the cost of benches and advise Cllr P Gallamore and CARE representative Mr G Wells.

RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Cllr C Bower regarding the Fields in Trust correspondence.
The anonymous letter received regarding 20 Ladyroyd extending the garden had been investigated and resolved by the Parish Council Chairman.

RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to Wilbys Chartered Surveyors to advise that the land at the back of the Coop has already been agreed as the site for the new scout hut and that the Parish Council has no other land in Silkstone that they are able to sell to Wilbys’ client.

RESOLVED that the Clerk advises the National Childbirth Trust that they may use the community room in the Silkstone Pavilion for their Bumps & Babies meetings following a satisfactory H&S/Risk assessment by the Clerk and Cllr R Stier along with an NCT representative to ensure the room is safe for the use of babies and toddlers. An NCT representative must also join the Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party.
131. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 3rd December 2007 at Silkstone Primary School.
132. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS

RESOLVED in terms of Schedule 12, Local Government Act 1972, the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to Contractual matters and it is therefore RESOLVED that pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act, 1960, the press and public be excluded.

133. CLERK’S CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT
134. CLERK’S PENSION

CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 12th November 2007 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School
133. CLERK’S CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT

RESOLVED to approve the Clerk’s Contract of Employment
134. CLERK’S PENSION

RESOLVED to approve that the Clerk’s pension contributions be back dated to her start date of 1st August 2007.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.06pm.
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