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MINUTES of a MEETING of the TWINNING COMMITTEE of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Thursday 5th February 2009 at 7.30pm at the Mission Rooms, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
PRESENT:
Chairman – Councillor D Liddell
J Bennett, C Bills,N Crossland, S Crossland, Y Dinsdale, A Fieldsend, J Fieldsend, J Gostelow, M Gostelow and  K Jowett.
In attendance: Mrs K Canadine (Clerk to Silkstone Parish Council)
08-01 PUBLIC SESSION
The Chairman clarified that all members of the twinning association are now members of the twinning committee. This being the case, no members of the public were in attendance at the meeting and so the meeting moved on to item 2 on the agenda – apologies.

08-02
APOLOGIES
RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillor C Bower and Mrs M Bower, Mr A Dinsdale,Mr M and Mrs A Fieldsend, and M Jowett.

08-03 ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC
As no members of the public were present at the meeting this item is not applicable.

08-04 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest in any item on the agenda.

08-05
TWINNING COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE
RESOLVED that Councillor D Liddell be the chairman of the Twinning Committee and that the Parish Clerk Mrs K Canadine will be the meetings secretary and treasurer. Mrs Y Dinsdale will be the visits co-ordinatior.

FURTHER RESOLVED that item 6 be amended by removing the words ‘Silkstone Recreation Ground Pavilion’ to now read ‘The committee will meet at least annually’ and item 7 be amended to include a bullet point entitled Financial Statement.
08-06
BANK ACCOUNT

RESOLVED to note that the cheque signatories to the Twinning bank account are Mr & Mrs Bower and Mr Jowett, these signatories will remain unchanged.

RESOLVED that Mr Jowett will contact the bank to arrange for bank statements to be redirected to the Clerk.

RESOLVED to approve four payments from the account, the first being a payment of £14 for the hire of the Mission Rooms for this meeting; the other cheques all in the sum of £100 are for the three couples who visited France last year (these costs to be paid out of a grant received in the sum of £306.20)

08-07
FRENCH VISIT 2009

The visits co-ordinator reported to members that currently it is anticipated that 40 people will be visiting from St Florent, approximately 15 will be children/young people.

The visitors will arrive on Friday 31st July 09 by train to London and then by coach or train to Barnsley.  They will stay with their hosts in the parish for 6 nights and return to London on 6 August 09.
a. Programme for the visit

The draft programme has been issued to St Florent and they have replied with the places they would like to visit. The programme will therefore include visits to York (Railway museum, Yorvik or Minster), Hull (The Deep, Wilberforce House, Marina, Town Centre) Wentworth castle and gardens including formal reception meal, Ladybower reservoir (hire bikes/walk, peveril castle, castleton), Penistone (train to Penistone and walk back including a pub lunch). Our French visitors have also requested a cricket evening and band concert.
RESOLVED to note that the visitors will be responsible for paying transport costs on day visits; and that the Silkstone Parish Council Twinning Committee will pay for the formal reception and arrange accommodation free of charge.

RESOLVED that Mrs Dinsdale, Mr Fieldsend and Mr Bennett will meet outside of this meeting to agree the daily schedule for the visit.

RESOLVED that Mr Fieldsend will contact the band to ascertain their availability during the visit.

b. Formal Reception

The visit will include two receptions.  The first will be on arrival of the visitors from London.  It is hoped that this reception will take place at Silkstone Lodge and include refreshments, a welcome address from the chairman of the twinning committee and enable the visitors to meet their hosts.  Hosts will then escort the visitors to their homes for an evening meal and to settle in.

RESOLVED that Mr Fieldsend will contact Silkstone Lodge to find out availability of the venue.

It is hoped that the formal reception will take place at Wentworth Castle.

RESOLVED that the visits co-ordinator will contact Wentworth Castle to ascertain availability and costs.

c. Accomodation requirements
RESOLVED that an article will be included in the next Parish Council newsletter inviting residents of the parish to act as hosts.  It is anticipated that with approximately 40 visitors, 20 host homes will be required.
d. Transport Arrangements within the UK.

RESOLVED that the visits co-ordinator will investigate the cost of train travel from London to Barnsley and compare this with the costs already obtained for a coach.

FURTHER RESOLVED that if a coach is used a member of the twinning association will accompany the coach to London to greet the visitors.

e. Fund Raising ideas

RESOLVED that Mr Fieldsend will contact Silkstone Lodge and the band to ascertain their availability for a fund raising concert either with the full band or with their 10 piece band.  The evening to include a pie and peas supper and quiz.

f. Involvement of the schools and local MP/MEP
RESOLVED to note that the visit will be taking place during the schools summer holidays and so it is not anticipated that the primary schools will have any involvement during the visit.

A member of the association has contacted Penistone Grammar school who want to support the visit. 

RESOLVED that as soon as the numbers of young people are confirmed contact should be made with the grammar school to introduce them to French students at the school (by mail/e-mail) before the visit.
RESOLVED that upon completion of the agreed programme a copy be sent to the MEP inviting them to join in with part of the visit.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the programme be issued to the MP and ward councillors and also Barnsley MBC Youth Council to ask if they would like to be involved in any part of the visit.

08-08
GRANT APPLICATION

RESOLVED that the Clerk will liaise with Councillor Bower to complete the application forms to meet the deadline of 1 March 09.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the application should mention the 20 year anniversary of first contact between the two villages; and that this visit will be an opportunity to discuss how the villages of St Florent and Silkstone are to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the signing of the twinning charter in 2011. The application should also mention the European funding through objective 1 and the rural target fund which enabled new woods to be planted and improved existing woodland in South Yorkshire; and that a visit to the woods be included in the programme of activities in support of the application.

08-09 ANY OTHER TWINNING BUSINESS

None

08-010 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 19TH March at 7.30pm at the Mission Rooms, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30 pm.
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