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MINUTES of a MEETING of the TWINNING COMMITTEE of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Thursday 19 March 2009 at 7.30pm at the Mission Rooms, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
PRESENT:
Chairman – Councillor D Liddell

Y Dinsdale (visits co-ordinator), A Dinsdale, R Leech, S Leech, A Fieldsend, M Fieldsend, K Jowett, C Bills, A Bills, J Bennett, C Bower, J Gostelow, M Gostelow, N Crossland, S Crossland.

PUBLIC SESSION
As all members of the twinning association are members of the committee, there were no members of the public in attendance and so the meeting moved on to item 2 on the agenda – apologies

08-11 APOLOGIES
RESOLVED  to accept apologies from Mr and Mrs Tony Fieldsend, Mrs. M Bower, Mrs. M. Jowett, and Mrs. K Canadine.

08-12 ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC 
As no members of the public were present, this item is not applicable.

08-13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest on any item on the agenda.

08-14 FRENCH VISIT 2009
a.
Fund-raising Event
The visits co-ordinator confirmed that Silkstone Lodge had been booked for the event and that tickets would be available for members at the end of the meeting for them to sell as many as possible to friends and neighbours.

Letters requesting donations for raffle prizes and posters had been prepared to distribute to local businesses. Councillor Liddell offered to deliver these personally.  The visits co-ordinator would forward posters to the Parish Clerk to display on the village notice boards and advertise in the local news column in the local Press. S Leech suggested that approaches be made to Tesco, Sainsbury’s and John Lewis for raffle prizes. Y Dinsdale to pursue.
b.
Programme of activities for 2009 visit


The visits co-ordinator reported that the number of visitors had now been reduced from 40 to 30. They had confirmed that they would like us to book a coach to collect them from London St. Pancras on Friday 31 July and to take them back to London on Thursday 6 August and remain with them the following day. They had also confirmed that accommodation had been booked for the coach driver.

The visits co-ordinator, John  Bennett and Tony Fieldsend had drawn up a detailed programme for the visit and some of the events had already been booked and confirmed.

Members were advised of the programme, which covered every morning, afternoon and evening during the visit, and were asked to volunteer to organise specific events in order to spread the work-load.
Friday 31 July – day of arrival – Y Dinsdale to organise official reception

Saturday 1 August – (Morning) Silkstone Heritage Trail and new woods funded by objective 1 and the rural target fund – John Bennett to organise translation by students from Penistone Grammar School.

(Afternoon) Train to Penistone and walk back via Trans-Pennine Trail with Pub Lunch on the way – Tony Dinsdale to organise.

(Evening) Concert by Old Silkstone Band followed by Pie & Pea Supper and guided tour of the church (translation by students from Penistone Grammar School) – Tony Fieldsend.
Sunday 2 August – Coach trip to Hull and The Deep, Hull Marina, Town Centre and Wilberforce House – Y Dinsdale to organise.
Monday 3 August – (Morning and afternoon) Visit to Ladybower and  Castleton – Mick Fieldsend to organise. (Evening) Cricket Match with local teams – Tony Fieldsend to organise, and meeting of the two committees to discuss ways in which to mark the 20th anniversary in 2011 of the signing of the twinning charter between the two communities – Yvonne Dinsdale to organise.

Tuesday 4 August – Visit to York and National Railway Museum – Keith Jowett to organise.

Wednesday 5 August – (Morning) Reception at Barnsley Town Hall hosted by the Mayor. Meeting with Barnsley Youth Council and local MP/MEP – John Bennett to organise.  (Afternoon) Visit to Wentworth Castle – Yvonne Dinsdale to organise. (Evening) Farewell Dinner – Yvonne Dinsdale to organise.

The visits co-ordinator presented a price comparison for quotations received from three local banqueting venues for the farewell dinner. A proposal by A Bills was made to book Cubley Hall. A Dinsdale proposed an amendment to book Silkstone Lodge. A vote was taken on the amendment and the result was 10 for, 3 against. The amendment was carried and the visits co-ordinator was instructed to make the necessary arrangements.
It was agreed that one person should be responsible for booking all coach hire for the visit. D Liddell agreed to undertake  this task. 

c. Grant Application
The visits co-ordinator reported that the Clerk to the Parish Council had submitted the grant application within the time limit and that a decision was awaited,

Colin  Bower proposed a vote of thanks to John Bennett for his contribution to the content of the grant application.
K Jowett requested that the Parish Council consider the allocation of a grant towards the cost of the official arrival reception. D Liddell agreed to put this request to the Parish Council on behalf of the Twinning Association.
It was also agreed that the Clerk to the Parish Council should be instructed to approach the Area Forum for a grant.

The chair asked members if the minutes of the previous meeting were a true and accurate record. This was proposed by Y Dinsdale and seconded by J Gostelow.

08-15 ANY OTHER TWINNING BUSINESS
Colin Bower advised members that he had received an email from Guy-Noel, Turcot Chair of the Association of Culture and Leisure in St. Florent is organising a Youth Workshop from 20 July to 2 August 2009 and that there are 3 places available for young people (aged 12 – 17) at a cost of E170. There is also a weekend in Paris at an extra cost of E100.

During the workshop the participants will ‘work’ during the morning (Monday to Friday) and take part in other activities. During the afternoon, they will discover the Vendée and take part in sport. They will stay in the school called ‘IREO’ or ‘MFR’ near the Church in St. Florent. There will be young people from St. Florent, Crasna in Romania and perhaps from Rothenbach, Germany. (Accommodation for parents will probably be provided with families – further information to be provided).
It was agreed that Colin Bower would obtain more information and liaise with John Bennett who would then approach Penistone Grammar School to see if anyone was interested in participating in the project.

It was noted that this event would be taking place at the same time as the French visit.
08-16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 16 April 2009 at 7.30 pm at the Methodist Chapel, Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.

08-17 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
This item was not applicable
The chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm

