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MINUTES of a MEETING of the TWINNING COMMITTEE of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Thursday 16 April 2009 at 7.30pm at the Methodist Church, Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
PRESENT:
Y Dinsdale (visits co-ordinator) – Acting Chairman
J Bennett, C Bills, A Dinsdale, Mr & Mrs Fieldsend and M Feildsend, 
PUBLIC SESSION
As all members of the twinning association are members of the committee, there were no members of the public in attendance and so the meeting moved on to item 2 on the agenda – apologies

08-18 APOLOGIES
RESOLVED that in the absence of the Twinning Committee Chairman and Parish Councillors, Yvonne Dinsdale chair the meeting.

RESOLVED  to accept apologies from A Bills, A Fieldsend, , Mr & Mrs Gostelow, Mr & Mrs Jowett and Cllr D Liddell.
08-19 ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC 
As no members of the public were present, this item is not applicable.

08-20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest on any item on the agenda.

08-21 MINUTES

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the last meeting of the Twinning Committee on 19 March 2009 as a true and accurate record.

John Bennett advised the meeting that he has been in contact with Penistone Grammar School regarding the workshops and will be speaking to any interested students after the Easter break.

RESOLVED that John Bennett will invite students of Penistone Grammar school to join the French visitors on any of the day trips to enable them to practice their French.

Tony Fieldsend advised that he has spoken with Darron Walker from Silkstone United Cricket Club to advise that the visitors will not be joining in a game of cricket.  The visitors are still welcome to go to the cricket ground to watch the cricket club’s practice if they wish.
08-22 FRENCH VISIT 2009
a.
Fund-raising Event
Members of the Committee each advised how many tickets they had sold for the event so far.  The total was 36.  It was noted however that since a number of committee members were absent this figure should be considerably higher.
RESOLVED that the Band will start off the evening by playing for about 40 minutes, this will be followed by a break and then the quiz which will last for a maximum of one hour.  

FURTHER RESOLVED that Yvonne Dinsdale will organise a raffle for the evening.  Members of the committee are invited to donate raffle prizes. It was noted that Cllr Liddell had agreed to approach local businesses for raffle prizes.
b.
Programme of activities for 2009 visit
The committee talked through the programme of events.
The number of probable visitors has reduced to 23.  The party now only includes two young people so the programme has been adapted slightly to take account of this. It was agreed that the programme would be flexible and visitors can join in as much or as little of the programme as they choose.

It was noted that Cllr Liddell would be organising the coach travel arrangements. RESOLVED that the coach should be booked for 9.30am on the day of departure.

 c. Hosting
RESOLVED that hosts should be made aware that if they agree to host they do not have to go on all the trips on the programme.

RESOLVED that any spaces on the coach will be made available to hosts and their families.

RESOLVED that the next meeting of the Twinning Committee will be held when all the hosts have been allocated. Hosts will be invited to the meeting to agree which trips they will take part in and to answer their questions.

08-23 ANY OTHER TWINNING BUSINESS
The grant application form stated that over 40 visitors would be included in the French party and that half of these would be young people.  This number has now changed to 23 with only two young people included in the party.  It was agreed that this would be declared to the grant funder following the visit when it would be clear exactly how many people had visited the Silkstone Parish.
08-24 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
PROVISIONALLY (on all hosts being agreed) Thursday 11 June 2009 at 7.30pm at the Mission Rooms, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
08-25 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
This item was not applicable
The chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm
