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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 2 March 2010 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Common Methodist Chapel

PRESENT

Chairman: Cllr D Liddell

Councillors:  C Bower, R Brocklehurst, J Charlesworth, Mrs P Gallamore, P Handley, R Leech, P Smith and R Stier.

In attendance: Ward Cllr R Barnard, 1 Member of the Public, Emma Baines Youth Participation Barnsley MBC and the Clerk.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions from the public.

Cllr Smith advised that the Newsletter is currently with the printers and that the Ring O’ Bells advert will not appear this time as their advert did not arrive in time.

Cllr Stier asked if Yorkshire Water had visited the Silkstone Common Rec since the request for them to do so.  The Clerk will chase Yorkshire Water.

Cllr Stier reported that the hedge outside 5 Moorend Lane has not been cut.  The Clerk will advise Barnsley MBC Highways.

Cllr Stier advised that the Green Road footpath is overgrown and that one tree’s roots are lifting the pavement, Clerk to contact Highways to ask that this tree be removed and the pavement made good as the roots are causing a trip hazard.

Cllr Bower reported that a resident had contacted him regarding the lack of progress of works on Silkstone Common Recreation Ground.  Cllr Bower had advised that this site is out of Parish Council control and the works are being managed by Barnsley MBC.

Cllr Barnard asked when the Annual Parishioners meeting for Silkstone and Silkstone Common is to be held.  The Clerk advised that this year the meeting will be held at Silkstone Primary School at 7pm on 19th April 2010.  Cllr Barnard advised that he will attend to give the Ward Councillors’ report.

Cllr Stier raised the land ownership of the Silkstone Common Recreation Ground and explained that Barnsley MBC have stated that they do not own a strip of land on the recreation ground at the rear of the Beech Ave properties which is part of footpath 8.  Cllr Barnard agreed to look in to this and asked the Clerk to forward all relevant e-mail correspondence.  It was noted that Barnsley MBC have attended to trees in this area when they have been a danger to neighbouring property.  The Clerk will also contact the land registry to ascertain ownership of this strip of land.

The problem of dog fouling on Silkstone Common Recreation Ground and on Orchard Meadow was highlighted.  The Clerk will contact Barnsley MBC to ask if it would be possible for increased signage on Silkstone Recreation Ground and to enquire about the cost of signs for Orchard Meadow (since this is in Parish Council ownership).

09-180 APOLOGIES

None received.

09-181 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Cllr Stier’s declaration of a personal interest in the payment to the Handyman under agenda item 7. 

09-182 MUGA UPDATE

Emma Baines from the Barnsley Youth Service addressed the Parish Council at the invitation of the Chairman.  She advised that the second stage application for the MUGA funding is progressing well.  A new youth participation worker Tom Markham is starting with the Youth Service next week and will be working with Emma Baines on the MUGA project.  Jo Birch of Barnsley MBC Parks department is acting as the lead professional on the project and the Youth group have formally adopted a constitution.  Cllr John Wilson has agreed to act as a referee.  It has recently come to light that planning permission is required for the MUGA and this process will take between 6 and 8 weeks for consultation.  This will delay the project and the funders have been asked if the deadline for the second stage grant submission can be postponed to enable the group to obtain the necessary planning permissions.

09-183 MINUTES

Silkstone Parish Council - RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 1 February 2010 as a true and accurate record. The Chairman signed the minutes.

PLANNING

09-184 PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)

RESOLVED that Silkstone Parish Council will register the following comments on planning applications:

	2010/0174 – Erection of a single storey rear extension to dwelling (re-submission of previous approval 2009/0782) at 82 Towngate, Silkstone

Parish Council has concerns about the size of this extension in relation to the scale of the existing building. The Parish Council request that the Planning department carry out a site visit to fully appreciate the positioning of the proposed extension. The Parish Council made no comments on the original application which they felt was in proportion with the existing dwelling but feels that this revised extension is possibly overdevelopment of the site and would ask Barnsley MBC to take this into consideration when considering the application.


FINANCE

09-185 GRANT APPLICATION

RESOLVED that the Parish Council suggest a grant for Jack Dransfield of £100 for consideration alongside other grant applications at the forthcoming grants working party meeting.

09-186
INVOICES FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED to approve the invoices for payment schedule dated 2 March 10 totalling £5,272.10.
ENVIRONMENT

09-187 CRIME FIGURES

RESOLVED to note the crime figures for January 2010 – Silkstone 4, Silkstone Common 0.

09-188 PARISH WOODLANDS

The Clerk advised members that a meeting of the Woodland Working Party had been held on 10 February 2010 when the members met with Len Carr from the South Yorkshire Forestry Partnership.  He assisted the group to complete application forms to the Forestry Commission which should result in a grant to the Parish Council for the cost of producing a Woodland management plan. The plan would cover the Parish’s 3.2 hectares of woodland spread across Conroyd Wood, The Chestnuts and Orchard Wood.

RESOLVED to note that following the Woodland Management Plan, the Parish Council will consider surveys of parts of the woods.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact Andie Nixon to ask him to look at a tree in Orchard Wood which Cllr Bower is concerned about.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will investigate advice relating to bleeding canker which affects horse chestnuts as signs of the disease are evident on a number of trees in the Parish.

09-189 SILKSTONE RECREATION GROUND

RESOLVED to note the Clerk’s report on progress of two accident claims from football players.  Both Claims are being dealt with by Parish Council’s Insurers.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council approve the draft licences for the cricket and football teams for presentation to the Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party at their next meeting.

RESOLVED to note that the Handyman has erected a fence between the football field and banking adjacent to the steps into Conroyd Wood as a precautionary measure.

RESOLVED that since ingress of water in to the ground floor changing rooms has occurred again, Cllrs D Liddell and R Stier will arrange to meet Duncan Exley, as soon as 
possible to discuss possible solutions to the problem.

RESOLVED that the handyman be asked to install air vents in to the walls of changing room 1 and 2 to aid air circulation. The Clerk is also asked to obtain costs for frost control heaters in both changing rooms.

09-190 SILKSTONE WAR MEMORIAL LANDSCAPING PROJECT
The Clerk reported that Barnsley MBC have advised that they cannot offer a 125 year lease as originally planned. Proposals need to go before Cabinet before an agreed term can be offered. The Clerk and Cllr Handley have reviewed the Heads of terms. The Clerk will ask Barnsley MBC why they cannot transfer the land to the Parish Council.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will write to the Area Forum fund holders at Barnsley MBC to ask that the deadline for award of the grant for works to the war memorial be extended; since Barnsley MBC are delaying the project starting because of the land transfer issues.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will copy Cllr Barnard in on the recent e-mail correspondence relating to the war memorial.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS

09-191 MEETINGS
	Clerk
	SLCC Practitioners Conference last weekend – The Clerk will provide a report on the conference to the next Parish Council meeting.

	Cllr Leech
	Twinning Committee Annual meeting. Parish Council noted that Cllr Leech has now been appointed as the new Chairman of the Twinning Committee and Yvonne Dinsdale has agreed to continue as events co-ordinator. Cllr Leech advised that Barnsley MBC Youth Services have been asked to encourage the young people of the Parish to get involved with the twinning visit to France planned in 2011. Also letter to go to Penistone Grammar. 2011 visit will be aimed at 15 – 18 year olds.

	Cllrs Bower & Smith
	Attended the Woodlands Working Party meeting on 10 February 2010

	Cllr Liddell
	South Yorkshire Branch meeting of the YLCA. Cllr Liddell highlighted the training programme and also the re-introduction of the power for Parish Council’s to appoint honorary freemen. He also advised that the Queens Diamond Jubilee weekend will be 2,3 & 4 June 2012 and that it is hoped that funding for local parishes will be available from Government to celebrate the event. Councillors suggested a street party at the war memorial may be appropriate.


09-192
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE

RESOLVED to note the following correspondence
	YLCA Training Programme
	RESOLVED that Cllr Leech will attend Chairman training on 15 July 10 and Cllr Gallamore will attend Councillor training at Ryhill on 24 April. Other Councillors will contact the Clerk if they can attend any of the training days. The Clerk will book the courses asap.

	YLCA White Rose Update
	Issued to 7 Councillors by e-mail. 2 Councillors will be posted paper copies tomorrow.

	Penistone Line Partnership
	Notice of their AGM on 27 April 10 – to Cllr Stier

	BDO Stoy Hayward
	Audit Briefing notice – noted

	HMRC 
	Year end payroll – noted

	SLCC West Yorkshire Branch
	Training Day – Friday 30 April – Councillors asked to contact Clerk if they would like to attend

	Barnsley MBC
	LDF Core Strategy Consultation Fri 26 Feb to Fri 9 April – Cllr Brocklehurst took the disc.

	SY Pensions
	Year end paperwork

	NALC
	Updated Model Standing Orders – the Clerk will update the Parish Council’s Standing Orders for presentation to the next Parish Council meeting.

	Energy Saving Trust
	Letter encouraging Parish Council to join the energy saving trust – Clerk will investigate further.


09-193 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED to note that the next meeting of Silkstone Parish Council will be on Monday 12 April 2010 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm

	Chairman’s Signature
	Date
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