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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 7 June 2010 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School.
PRESENT

Chairman: Cllr D Liddell

Councillors: C Bower, R Brocklehurst, J Charlesworth, Mrs P Gallamore, P Handley, and R Stier.

In attendance: Parish Clerk, Emma Baines and Tom Markham (Youth Participation Workers from Barnsley MBC), Greg Fountain (journalism student from Sheffield University) and 4 residents.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Mr Fieldsend thanked the Chairman for his kind comments about the work he and his wife do for the 
Parish; in the last newsletter. He also advised that allotment greenhouse glass is still being broken 
by youths who climb up the trees overlooking the allotments.

He also advised that the next PACT (People and Communities together) meeting will take place on 
6 July 10, the same day as the Crime and Safety Sub Group meeting which will be held at 7pm at 
Silkstone Lodge. It was agreed that the Clerk should try to obtain posters for both meetings to 
display on the village notice boards.


A resident advised the Parish Council of his complaint to Barnsley MBC regarding the handling of 
the planning application for 5 Alston Close. He gave a copy of his complaint letter to the Clerk for 
Parish Council file. He expressed his opinion that the lack of consultation on the revised plans and 
the lack of any updates on the application on the Council website; showed that the planning officer 
had already predetermined the application. The Parish Council had already expressed their 
concerns regarding lack of consultation on the revised plans to the planning officer. It was 
agreed that the Clerk will liaise with Cllr Barnard who had also been involved with this case to 
ascertain the Borough Council’s response to the complaint.


A resident asked who was responsible for the siting of rubbish bins around the Parish. The Clerk 
advised him 
to contact Elaine Down at Barnsley MBC. She also advised that the Neighbourhood 
Pride team do not have any funds to supply new bins but they may consider relocating an 
unused bin to a higher need location. The resident will contact Neighbourhood Pride to see if a bin 
can be relocated to the bus stop on High street.
10-023 APOLOGIES

RESOLVED to accept apologies from Cllr Leech who is away on business and Cllr Smith who is on 
holiday.
10-024 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Cllr Stier’s declaration of a prejudicial interest in the payment to the Handyman under agenda item 8. The item was not discussed as the payment was authorised on block with other payments.
RESOLVED to note Cllr Charlesworth’s declaration of a personal interest in planning application 2010/0611 Bank House Farm as a relative owns the building. He did not comment on this application.

RESOLVED to note Cllr Bower’s declaration of a personal interest in the letter discussed under correspondence to note from Old Silkstone Band.

10-025 MUGA UPDATE

Tom Markham (Youth participation worker Barnsley MBC) addressed the Parish Council with an update on the funding application for the proposed MUGA.

He advised that the stage 2 application is complete and the deadline is the end of June. Community spaces have agreed to pay the cost of the application for planning permission which is £170, this should be transferred to the Parish Council’s account shortly (The Parish Council are acting as fund holder for the project). The planning application process should take between 4 and 6 weeks. He thanked the Parish Council for their continued help and support and hoped that the MUGA would be completed by November 2010.

10-026 MINUTES

Silkstone Parish Council - RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Monday 4 May 2010 as a true and accurate record. The Chairman signed the minutes.

Cllr Bower queried the Parish Council’s decision at the 4 May 10 meeting regarding the suggestion that a resident should be asked to pay 50% towards the cost of the handy man cutting back a large holly bush overgrowing his property from Orchard Wood. He felt that this would set a precedent for other cases. The Chairman replied that the Parish Council viewed this decision as being a good neighbour to an elderly resident and that it would not set a precedent.

Cllr Stier advised that he and the handy man had met with a few tree surgeons at Orchard Wood and quotes are awaited.

Cllr Liddell advised that the proposed TARA (Tenants and Residents Association) in Silkstone will not be going ahead due to a lack of interest amongst residents. The gentleman who had proposed the TARA sent out a number of questionnaires to residents but only received 11 replies with only one person willing to serve on a committee. He has therefore withdrawn his offer to set up a TARA.

Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party – RESOLVED to note the minutes of the Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party meeting held on 26 April 2010.

Emma Baines and Tom Markham left the meeting

PLANNING

10-027 PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)

RESOLVED that Silkstone Parish Council will register the following comments on planning applications:

	2010/0614 Beacon Lodge, Beacon Hill, Silkstone Common – erection of a front bay window to dwelling – No comment.

	2010/0572  The Station Inn Silkstone Common – new signage and lanterns – No comment.

	2010/0544 14 Knabbs Lane, Silkstone Common – erection of a single storey rear extension and re-roof to bungalow – No comment.

	2010/0611 Bank House Farm, A628 Silkstone – conversion of 2No barns and associated outbuildings into two dwellings – Request sight of Highways comments. No other comment  ** Cllr Charlesworth declared a personal interest in this application **

	2010/0510 23 The Meadows, Silkstone Common – remove deadwood from 2 Oak trees within TPO 6/1990. Nb Response of no comment to this application returned to BMBC on 10 May 10; following e-mail consultation with Councillors using Clerk’s delegated powers.

	2010/ 0366 5 Alston Close - Erection of a two storey side extension and single storey garage extension to dwelling. - REVISED PLANS - reduction to one storey extension - 

	deadline 18 May 10  - Following e-mail correspondence with Cllrs and using Clerks

	delegated powers the original objection by the PC remains registered on the revised plans.


POLICY
10-028 ASSET REGISTER


RESOLVED to note the updated Asset Register.
10-029 INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT


RESOLVED to note the internal auditors report.

2 residents left the meeting

FINANCE
10-030 INVOICES FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED to approve the invoices for payment schedule dated 7 June 10 in the total sum of 

£8,319.63.
ENVIRONMENT

10-031 HIGHWAYS


RESOLVED to note that the update on the Highways schedule be deferred to the next meeting.


RESOLVED to note that Guest Lane and Nether Close will be resurfaced in this year’s programme. 
Fall View does not currently meet Barnsley MBC criteria for resurfacing and will be considered again 
for next years programme.

10-032 CRIME FIGURES

RESOLVED to note April 10 Crime figures for Silkstone 4 and Silkstone Common 1.
10-033 SILKSTONE RECREATION GROUND
· Drainage

The Chairman advised that he and Cllr Stier had met a Project Manager to discuss the water ingress issues with the Pavilion. The Project Manager has quoted £950 to carry out a survey which would involve trial holes in the changing room floor and removal of plaster on the walls to ascertain the cause of the water ingress. He suggests that the survey should be carried out on the next occasion of water ingress.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council will not pursue this course of action at the present time.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Parish Council will concentrate on resolving the drainage issues on the football and cricket fields; which may alleviate the problems of water ingress in the changing rooms. The Clerk is asked to contact Barnsley MBC to see if they can assist with contact details for drainage engineers who will be asked to price to carry out a survey to ascertain whether the existing drains are working properly. A quotation will be sort to modify or add to the existing drains to solve the problems of water collecting at the football touchline at the bottom of the banking and pooling on the cricket outfield adjacent to the pavilion.

· Handyman & Grounds man

The Clerk advised members that the handy man has provided a copy of his public liability insurance and a letter from his accountant is awaited to confirm his tax status. The grounds man does not have public liability insurance and the Parish Council’s insurance company have advised that it is only necessary if he uses his own equipment. As he only uses the Parish Council’s tractor he is covered on Parish Council insurance. He is to confirm his tax status.

A draft job description and contract for the roles of grounds man and handy man have been drafted for discussion at the Silkstone Playing Fields Committee meeting on Monday 14 June 10. Following this meeting the Clerk will prepare a report for the next Parish Council meeting.

· Vandalism
Cllr Stier reported that there had been some vandalism on site. The brand new cricket nets have been slashed, plaster knocked off the wall on the cricket side of the pavilion. The light sensor cable for the car park lights has been ripped off the wall and the gas air vent appears to have had earth thrown down it which has affected the working of the boiler. It has also been reported that there is evidence of a fire in Conroyd Wood and a burnt out shopping trolley and a lot of rubbish left in the wood.

RESOLVED to note that the Clerk has arranged for Penistone Plumbing and Heating to attend to look at the boiler and the handyman will attempt to rectify the other issues.

10-034 SILKSTONE WAR MEMORIAL LANDSCAPING PROJECT



RESOLVED to note that the officers report on the proposed land lease goes to Barnsley 


MBC cabinet on Wednesday 9 June 10.


FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk will obtain quotations from 3 solicitors to act for the 

Parish Council, to complete the legalities of the lease if a favourable answer is obtained from 

cabinet.


RESOLVED that the Parish Council will not apply for listing of the War Memorial, Silkstone.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS

10-035 MEETINGS
	Cllr Stier
	Attended the Penistone Paramount meeting and advised that the paramount is still experiencing good attendance.
He also attended the Transport meeting in Penistone and advised that the Huddesfield to Sheffield train may increase the frequency of the service to half hourly. Investigations are also being carried out to increase the line to 2 tracks which will increase the speed of the trains.

	Cllr Liddell
	Attended the National Village Halls forum and advised that a change to National Lottery funding criteria will be announced soon.
He also attended the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting of the YLCA.

He will be attending the SY YLCA branch meeting and advised that Cllr Stier cannot attend this time and asked if anyone else could attend in his place.

He advised that NALC are holding leaders academy course for 4 days at a cost of £1,000 (unfortunately the Parish Council cannot afford this).


10-036
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE

RESOLVED to note the following correspondence
	Rural Payments Agency
	Confirming business registration complete for Parish Woods – noted

	Sheffield City Council Archive
	Requesting permission to transfer Silkstone PC files on archive to Barnsley Archive at Central Library – permission granted.

	Silkstone Luncheon Club
	Thank you letter for grant.

	Resident e-mails re dog barking
to Cllr Liddell.
	Cllr Liddell explained that he had responded with details of BMBC environmental protection unit.

	East Peak Beacons & Viewpoints
	Enquiry requesting contact details of farmer at Winn  Moor – the Clerk will forward contact details for Bull Haw Farm

	Project Management Services
	Letter advised fee to prepare detailed report on Pavilion water ingress £950. Parish Council agree that quotes should be obtained from a drainage engineer to carry out investigation works at edge of football field and cricket outfield to enable the drainage of the pitches to be sorted prior to any further detailed investigations into the water ingress in the Pavilion changing rooms. The Clerk will report to the next Council meeting.

	Old Silkstone Band
	Cllr Bower declared a personal interest in the Old Silkstone Band. Copy of letter relating to Silkstone B Band regarding ownership of instruments. The Clerk will contact the B Band for confirmation that they have moved out of the Pavilion and will issue an invoice to date for this financial year. The Band will also be asked to return the grant awarded to them in April if they are no longer a Silkstone Band. The Clerk will await details of instrument ownership before writing to the B Band on this issue.


10-022 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED to note that the next meeting of Silkstone Parish Council will be on Tuesday 6 July 10 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Common Methodist Chapel.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.
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