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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 7th July 2008 at 6.45pm at the Mission Rooms off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
PRESENT
Chairman: Cllr D Liddell

Councillors: C Bower, Mrs C Fishpool, Mrs P Gallamore, P Handley, R Leech, P Smith and R Stier and Councillor R Brocklehurst (from minute number 08-50)
In attendance: 6 residents and the Clerk
08-42
APOLOGIES

No apologies to report.
08-43
ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that no item on the agenda needs to be discussed in private session.

08-44
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Cllr R Stier’s declaration of a prejudicial interest in items relating to Colin Waring. 
08-45
PROPOSED NEW SCOUT BUILDING
In the absence of Mr Lancaster who was to address the Parish Council, the Clerk read out his letters in application of grant funding.

RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to Mr Lancaster to request more detailed proposals regarding where the scouts intend to apply for funding to construct the building.

08-46
MINUTES
RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the 2nd June 08 Parish Council meeting as a true and  accurate record; minutes signed by the chairman.
RESOLVED to note the minutes of the Silkstone Playing Fields working party meeting held on 30th June 08.
FURTHER RESOLVED to note the minutes of the annual meeting of the Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party held on 19th May 08.

08-47
 PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)

RESOLVED that the following comments on planning applications be issued to BMBC:
	Application No & Date
	Description
	Parish Council comment

	2008/0805 2 June 08
	Erection of five stables, tack room and storage rooms.
Lady royd road, Cone Lane, Silkstone Common.
	Whilst the PC does not object to this application they wish to request that BMBC Highways be consulted regarding the highways safety issues relating to increased numbers of vehicles and horse boxes using Cone Lane.

	2008/0810 10 June 08
	Erection of a front bay window 46 Manor Park Silkstone
	No comment

	2008/0844  4 June 08
	Erection of new agricultural dwelling, Broad Close Farm. Silkstone
	The Parish Council wish to support this application which will support local rural business and is a very comprehensive application for a residential building designed to blend in with the existing farm buildings.

	2008/0951  16 June 08
	
	No comment


RESOLVED to note that the planning applications for Beacon Bungalow and Fall Head Farm have been granted despite Parish Council objections.
08-48 PLANNING WORKING PARTY


RESOLVED to re-form the Planning Working Party with delegated powers to make decisions on behalf of the Parish Council to meet on 4 August 08 at 7.30pm.  Councillors Mrs P Gallamore, D Liddell and P Smith agreed to join the working party.

08-49
CASUAL VACANCY

The two applicants for the Parish Council vacancy addressed the Parish Council.

RESOLVED In terms of Schedule 12, Local Government Act 1972, the discussion relating to the co-option of a councillor will be likely to disclose exempt information and it is therefore resolved that pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act, 1960, the press and public be excluded.

Following the Council’s discussion in private session the applicants returned to the meeting to be advised that Richard Brocklehurst had been successfully co-opted to the Parish Council and thanked both applicants for their interest in the work of the Parish Council. Members of the public were invited to return to the meeting. Cllr Brocklehurst signed his declaration of acceptance of office and joined the Council for the duration of the meeting.
08-50
MEDIA WORKING PARTY REPORT

Cllr R Leech reported to members on the meeting of the Media Group Working Party.


RESOLVED that the Clerk will obtain alternative printing quotes from Brailsfords and Comtec.

RESOLVED to approve the advert charges increase. Clerk to write to advertisers to advice of the cost increase.

RESOLVED that due to the limited space in the newsletter advertisement editorials will be charged at the same price as an advert.

RESOLVED that the Clerk places an order with Vision ICT for a new Silkstone Parish Council website. The website address is to be silkstoneparishcouncil.gov.uk and all councillors are to have a .gov.uk e-mail address. The order is to be placed based on option 1 at a cost of £485 for the first year and £150 each year thereafter using parish council powers under Local Government Act 1972 s142 para 1a.
08-51
COUNCILLORS TRAINING
RESOLVED that the Clerk books 4 places on the Councillor training workshop at Penistone on 6 August at a cost of £120 using Parish Council powers under Local Government Act 1972.
08-52
GRANTS AWARDING POLICY

RESOLVED to approve the grants awarding policy prepared by the Clerk.
08-53
TWINNING VISIT
RESOLVED to note that next year’s twinning visit will be organised by the Twinning Association subject to demand for the visit from St Florent. An article is to be included in the next newsletter with a program of events and visitor accommodation to be arranged.
RESOLVED to note that should the association continue to decline the Parish Council will need to take on the responsibility of twinning since it is the Parish Council who signed the Twinning Charter in 1991. The original charter was handed to the Clerk for safe keeping.

RESOLVED that ‘Twinning’ be an item on the October agenda to receive an update.

08-54
ALLOTMENTS WORKING PARTY REPORT
RESOLVED that the Clerk and Cllr Stier meet with the allotments officer from BMBC before the next Parish Council meeting to discuss a way forward relating to the possible use of BMBC land to create more allotments in the Parish.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact Silkstone Church regarding land adjacent to the Mission Rooms and that she will find out what a standard allotment size is. The allotments in Silkstone are also to be measured and recorded.

08-55
PROPOSED TERMINATION OF BUS SERVICE 25
RESOLVED to note that Bus Service 24 will be extended to include the current Bus Service 25 route.

08-56
ROADS AND FOOTPATHS

RESOLVED to note the attached updated Highways schedule from BMBC Highways. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts BMBC Highways to request that the grit bins in Silkstone and Silkstone Common be removed asap.
RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts BMBC Highways to advise that the road surface at Fall View and Guest Lane is worn down to the wearing course in places and to request that the road be repaired.
08-57
RECREATION
RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact BMBC to place an order for removal of Japanese knotweed in the Parish.
RESOLVED to note that BMBC will be installing a new see saw and springy next to the existing swings at Manor Park play area in time for the school holidays.

RESOLVED that the clerk will purchase a mobile generator (Clerk to liaise with Cllr Stier)

RESOLVED that the Clerk and Cllr Stier obtain quotations for a new notice board at Silkstone Common as the current notice board has broken due to timber rot.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will issue an invoice to CARE for the two heritage trail benches ordered with Earnshaws.

08-58
SILKSTONE COMMON RECREATION GROUND

RESOLVED that Cllrs Brocklehurst, Leech, Liddell and Stier will meet to agree a questionnaire for Silkstone Common residents relating to facilities on Silkstone Common Recreation Ground.

RESOLVED that Cllr Stier will speak with Silkstone Common schools headmaster regarding a questionnaire being distributed to the school children.
RESOLVED that the next newsletter should include an article about the history of the Silkstone Common Recreation Ground and about the Parish Council’s involvement in past attempts to improve the area.

08-59
BOUNDARY STONE

RESOLVED that the Clerk will submit the planning application for the stone to BMBC as soon as a location plan is received from the scouts at Silverwood. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts Mr Hislop regarding any monies available in the boundary stone group’s account.

08-60
SILKSTONE PAVILION & RECREATION GROUND

a. RESOLVED to approve the payments currently on hold to Comtech Ltd for alarm call out fees at the Pavilion.

b. RESOLVED to note the increase in the Rates for the Pavilion with effect from the financial year 2009-2010 and to ensure that the increase is allowed for in next year’s budget.
c. RESOLVED that the payment to Blakedown Landscapes be held until the work is completed to the satisfaction of the football club representatives.

RESOLVED that the Clerk requests materials receipts from the Groundsman.

RESOLVED that the Clerk carries out a cost analysis of the grounds maintenance and pavilion maintenance costs for inclusion in a report for presentation to the Parish Council at their September meeting.

d. RESOLVED to defer the decision on the CCTV camera at the back of the Co-op until a response is received from the Co-op regarding their financial contribution to the project.

RESOLVED to note that BMBC will be providing sports coaching at Silkstone Recreation Ground during the school summer holidays.  The Clerk is to advise BMBC that the football pitch and cricket wicket may not be used for these activities.
08-61
WAR MEMORIAL LANDSCAPING PROJECT

RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask NPS to provide the plan asap and Cllrs Handley, Smith and the Clerk will approve the design ready to obtain quotations.  The quotations should then be presented to the September Parish Council meeting. Following the September meeting approval will be sought from BMBC for the work and grant applications completed for submission in September and October. Should the grant applications be successful the Parish Council will be notified in December and work can then commence on site in spring 2009.
08-62
CRIME & SAFETY


RESOLVED to note Cllr Liddell’s verbal  report on the last Crime and Safety sub group meeting : 

· the reported crime for Silkstone during May 08 was 3 and Silkstone Common 1. The crime figures for the year were Silkstone 21 (previous year 38) and Silkstone Common 8 (previous year 11). 
· Unfortunately no more funding is available to expand the no cold calling project in other areas of our parish at present. 
· Shed alarms can be purchased from the safer neighbourhood team for £4.

08-63
EXTERNAL AUDIT & ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2007-2008 

RESOLVED to note the Clerks advice that the notice of electors rights relating to the audit will be removed from the village notice boards today and that the accounts records of the Parish Council are available for inspection from 7 July 08 to 1 August 08.

08-64
TRANSPORT GRANT

RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments for the transport grant applications (distributed at the meeting). The Clerk was asked to contact SYPTE to ask if any extra funding is available to cover the full amount applied for by each applicant (a total of £1,840). Should no extra funds be available the Clerk is authorised to make the payments in accordance with the schedule attached to these minutes.

08-65
INVOICES FOR PAYMENT


RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments as amended in the sum of £15,285.23
08-66  AREA FORUM/OTHER MEETINGS
Area Forum

Cllr Stier reported on the last Area Forum meeting :

· 11 payphone boxes will be removed from Penistone East and West ward

· Sub post offices closure on going – PC will be kept informed from Area Forum

AGM Penistone Community Partnership

Cllr Mrs P Gallamore reported of this meeting and advised that funding is drying up for this group but they are carrying on for the present.

	YLCA Joint annual meeting 19 July 08
	Cllr Liddell will be attending

	YLCA & ERNLCA joint training conference Scarborough 26-28 Sept 08
	Cllr Liddell and the Clerk to attend (Clerk to arrange payment asap)

	YRCC AGM 29 November 08
	Noted

	Voluntary action Barnsley Community  meeting

15 July 08 10am to 12noon
	None of our councillors available to attend in the day time.

	Walk Talk 22 July 08 Eastfield Arms to Town Hall followed by Civic reception
	Noted


08-67
 CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE
RESOLVED to note the following correspondence received since the last meeting of the Parish Council.
Cllr Mrs C Fishpool tended her resignation from the Parish Council. The Chairman Cllr Liddell thanked her for her work with the Parish Council and especially her work for the young people, the Millenium Committee and the Martin Croft play area. The Chairman presented her with flowers and all members of the Parish Council wished her well.

	YLCA advise that the updated accounts and audit regs are now available on the website
	Notes

	People United Against Crime – stop n surf bus extened for 9 weeks
	Noted – Clerk to write with PC support and to ask if there is any way this service could continue.

	New youth worker Lauren introduction e-mail
	Clerk and Cllr Stier to meet her on 18 July. An item on youth provision to be included on the September agenda.

	Festival of Wreaths
	Silkstone Common Good Companions will be asked to do a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council – Cllr Stier to progress.


Cllr Liddell highlighted to members that the Third World clothing collection that is being distributed around the villages is actually from a private company and not a charity. Cllr Liddell will raise this at the next Crime and Safety sub group meeting.

08-68
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 1 September 2008 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm

	Chairman’s Signature
	Date
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