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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 5th January 2009 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School
PRESENT
Chairman: Cllr D Liddell
Councillors:  C Bower, R Brocklehurst J Charlesworth, Mrs P Gallamore, P Smith and R Stier.
In attendance: 1 resident and the Parish Clerk
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

The member of the public present asked whether the land at the Roses had been transferred to the Parish Council.  The Clerk advised that the solicitor had advised that he was progressing the transfer before Christmas but nothing has been confirmed in writing as yet – The Clerk will chase the solicitor again.
Cllr Stier reported that the solar panel road signs on Coates lane/pinfold lane have been removed – the Clerk will contact BMBC Highways to ascertain whether the signs are to be reinstated.
08-160
APOLOGIES


RESOLVED to accept apologies from Cllr Leech who is away on business.

08-161 ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that no items on the agenda need to be discussed in private session.
08-162 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Councillor Stier’s declaration of a personal interest in the planning application for Silkstone Common School and a prejudicial interest in the payment to the Council’s handyman.
08-163 MINUTES
RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record. The meeting was held at the Mission Rooms not Silkstone School so the chairman amended the minutes and signed them.

The Clerk updated Members on the following items which are not covered on this meeting’s agenda:

No response has been received from Silkstone Church regarding the Parish Councils proposed Mission Rooms questionnaire.

Twinning – Cllr Bower has the accounts information from the ex-treasurer of the twinning association to hand over to the Clerk. The proposed programme for the twinning visit has been issued to St Florent, upon their response a meeting of the new twinning committee will be arranged.
08-164 MULTI USE GAMES AREA PROPOSALS

This item is to be deferred to the next Parish Council meeting.

08-165
 PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)

RESOLVED that the following comments be advised to Barnsley MBC.

	2008/1771
	Silkstone Common Junior and Infant School
	Erection of an extension and formation of new access to school
	Silkstone Parish Council support this application to extend the school.

	2008/1791
	73 Martin Croft
Silkstone
	Deadwood and crown lift tree T2 in TPO 3/1980
	No comment

	2008/1811
	2 Stainmore Close

Silkstone
	Remove one branch from Oak T9 and Crown lift T12 within TPO 3/1980
	No comment

	2008/1865
	Silkstone Scouts and Guides
	Construction of a new community hall
	See comment below


Silkstone Scouts and Guides - The Parish Council have been in discussions with the Scouts and Guides for some time regarding this project which is on Parish Council land.  The Parish Council support the scheme but have concerns over the proximity of the new building with a proposed MUGA which will be erected over the existing basketball court hard standing. It was suggested to the scouts that the building be located further back from the proposed MUGA.
08-166
GRANTS
RESOLVED that the Clerk contact CARE to see if they would like to apply for an 08/09 grant.  The remaining funds will be carried forward in to the 09/10 grant aid budget.
08-167 CONSULTATIONS

a. NALC – Publication of candidates’ addresses at UK Parliamentary elections – noted.

b.Communities and Local Government – Communities in control –Real people, real power; Code of recommended practice on local authority publicity – A consultation (consultation closes 12th March 2009) – Cllr Brocklehurst will read through the consultation and report back to the next Parish Council meeting.
08-168 CLERKS TRAINING 2009
RESOLVED to approve the training schedule proposed by the Clerk to attend the SLCC conference in February, SLCC training day in September and the YHRTP conference in October.

08-169
SILKSTONE COMMON RECREATION GROUND QUESTIONAIRRES
RESOLVED to note that the general consensus is to maintain the open space as it is but to improve the existing facilities i.e. basketball court and children’s’ play area.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will write to BMBC and the trustees of Silkstone Common Recreation Ground to advise them of the findings of the questionnaire.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will write a newsletter article summarising the findings and highlighting short term and long term objectives for the site.

08-170
ORCHARD WOOD TREES
RESOLVED to note that an order has been placed with Barnsley MBC in the sum of £390 to carry out work to three trees in Orchard Wood.
RESOLVED that the Clerk will e-mail Members with the emergency contact telephone number for BMBC tree services.
08-171
WAR MEMORIAL GRANTS
RESOLVED that the Clerk will forward the grant update report to ward councillors for information.

RESOLVED that following receipt of planning permission an order will be placed with North Notts to commence the work funded by the War Memorials Trust (York stone apron around memorial and ramps to gain wheelchair access to the memorial).

08-172
ALLOTMENTS
The resident who had offered part of his land for use as allotments withdrew the offer earlier today.

RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to the resident to thank him for offering the land to the council and to ask that if the land becomes available in the future he contacts the Parish Council.
RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts BMBC Property and Procurement department to advise that the two sites suggested by them are unfortunately unsuitable for use as an allotment site.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will write an article for the next newsletter with an update on the Parish Councils attempts to source allotment land.

RESOLVED that the Clerk will write to all those on the allotments waiting list with a personal update on the Parish Councils search for allotment land.
08-173 CRIME AND SAFETY
RESOLVED to note that the crime figures for the Parish in November 08 were Silkstone 5, Silkstone Common 3 and that the crime figures are much lower for 2008 than for previous years.
08-174
INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments as updated in the sum of £3,569.70 and to approve an additional payment to Armour Protection in the sum of £150 which will be included on the next schedule of payments.
RESOLVED that the payment to Moorhouse Turf machinery be held until after the playing fields working party can verify the work at their meeting on 19th January 2009.

08-175
 AREA FORUM/OTHER MEETINGS
Cllr Liddell reported that he had attended the BMBC Christmas dinner and a NALC council meeting where a new chairman was appointed. It was noted that NALC are reviewing their services and have received a grant of £ ¾ million split over the next 3 years to cover specific projects.
Area Forum - It was noted that Silkstone scouts received a grant towards camping equipment from the Area Forum.
	Voluntary Action Barnsley 
	Barnsley Community and Voluntary Network Meeting  14 Jan 09 10:00-12:00  - DL to attend



	NALC
	Stepping stones conference 21 Feb 09 – DL to attend


08-176
 CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE
RESOLVED to note the following correspondence received since the last meeting of the Parish Council.

	Penistone & District Community partnership

	Letter from new chairman addressed to councillors - noted

	NHS Barnsley
	Update on Healthy expectations consultation - noted

	WREN
	Decline grant application – noted – grants updated to be passed on to ward councillors

	Michael Clapham MP
	Information relating to playbuilder funding – clerk to follow up with BMBC

	Rural Action Yorkshire
	Martin croft play area monitoring visit completed satisfactorily.


08-177
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 2nd February 2009 at 6.45pm at the Mission Rooms, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm
	Chairman’s Signature
	Date
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