SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
GRANTS AWARDING POLICY

This Grants Awarding Policy was approved by Silkstone Parish Council at their meeting on 7th July 2008.
The Parish Council has 3 grant awarding budgets. The first is the grant aid awarded to local groups annually in May, the second a transport grant which is distributed on behalf of South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive for transport within South Yorkshire and the third is a Community Facilities budget intended for larger community projects. The transport grant and Community Facilities fund are awarded on a first come first served basis.

Guidelines for Grant Applications
1. It is a condition of any grant application that the group or project must bring direct benefit to the residents of Silkstone and/or Silkstone Common.

2. Grant Aid application forms will be distributed to local groups in January of each year. Application forms must be submitted along with the latest set of the group’s accounts. The grants will be considered by a Grants Working Party in March/April, they will present their recommendations to the Parish Council. The actual grant payments will be approved by the Parish Council at their May meeting.

3. The Parish Council will not award grant aid to National Charities.

4. The Parish Council will only grant aid churches for parish clocks and possibly for environmental purposes.  Church Halls can also be grant aided if they are used by the community.

5. Schools will only be grant aided for environmental purposes or, if in the opinion of the Parish Council their application is for the benefit of the wider community. Schools are also eligible for the transport grant. 
6. The size of any grant awarded is at the discretion of the Parish Council.
7. Grant applications cannot be made retrospectively.

8. The Parish Council reserves the right to refuse any grant application which they consider to be inappropriate or against the objectives of the Parish Council

9. The Parish Council in recent years has been fortunate to be awarded a transport grant from South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive. This grant is awarded upon application from local groups for travel within South Yorkshire and is awarded on a first come first served basis.

10. It must be understood that any grant must only be used for the purpose for which it was awarded unless the written approval of Silkstone Parish Council has been obtained for a change in use of the grant monies, and that any unspent portion of the grant must be returned to the Parish Council by the end of the financial year in which it was awarded.
