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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 6th April 2009 at 6.45pm at the Mission Rooms, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
PRESENT
Chairman: Cllr C Bower
Councillors:  R Brocklehurst, Mrs P Gallamore, P Handley, R Leech, P Smith and R Stier.
In attendance: 2 residents, Lauren Simmons BMBC (p/t) and the Parish Clerk
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A resident reported that the cutting back of the hedge next to Knabbs lane pavement is only half complete (about 50 yards). The Clerk will contact the Highways department to find out why the work was stopped.

A councillor reported that the bench on the A628 opposite the Silverwood scout camp is in need of repair – the Clerk will contact the Highways department who are responsible for the bench.
A councillor reported that the Champney bench and the bench at Hall Royd farm are in need of attention.  Cllr Stier will inform the handyman.  It was agreed that the benches schedule prepared by Cllrs Stier and Smith last year should be reviewed as an agenda item at the next Parish Council meeting and the works prioritised for the handyman.

A councillor reported that a batch of onions has been dumped in the street at Whinmoor Lane, the resident who advised the councillor said that they were attracting rats.  The Clerk was asked to prepare a notice for distribution to the allotment holders (Mr Fieldsend agreed to distribute them).

A councillor reported that the No Horse signage on footpath 8 needs to be reinstated. A horse reared up at the entrance to the Silkstone Common recreation ground in front of a group of children. Fortunately no children were harmed but the signs need to be reinstated to prevent this happening again.

A councillor reported that section J of footpath 8 needs way marking from Moorend Houses to the equestrian centre. A sign says follow way marked path but there are no way markers.  The Clerk will contact the footpaths officer at BMBC.

The Clerk reported that BMBC are not able to remove rubbish from private land and so she will write to the landowner of Noblethorpe woods to advice of the problem of rubbish being dumped there.

The Clerk advised that BMBC will be removing the bollards they recently installed on the wagon way following a residents complaint that the route is a designated access for emergency vehicles.

08-201
APOLOGIES


RESOLVED to accept apologies from Cllr Liddell who is ill and Cllr Charlesworth who is working.
08-202 ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that none of the items on the agenda need to be discussed in private session.
08-203 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Councillor Stier’s declaration of an interest in the pay to the Council’s handyman.
08-204 MULTI USE GAMES AREA PROPOSALS
Lauren Simmons addressed the Parish Council with an update on the MUGA proposals. She advised that the young people had selected the design by Lightmain which includes a 3m high fence. No lighting has been included in the scheme as it was felt that the existing floodlight would provide adequate lighting.

RESOLVED that Lauren will clarify with BMBC that they will take on ownership of the MUGA following completion and will cover all aspects of repair and maintenance and also be responsible for insuring the MUGA.

08-205 MINUTES

RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 2nd March 2009 meeting of Silkstone Parish Council as a true and accurate record.

FURTHER RESOLVED to note that on page 4 the reference to the solar panel windmill signage on the A629 should read A628. Also noted that the works recommended by the BMBC tree officer in Orchard Wood have now been completed.
RESOLVED to note the minutes of the Silkstone Playing Fields working party meeting held on 9th March 2009 and the notes from the finance meeting on 23 March 2009.
RESOLVED to note the minutes of the Twinning Committee meeting held on 19th March 2009.
08-206 PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)
RESOLVED that Silkstone Parish Council will register no comment on the following planning applications :
	2009/0336
	Erection of a front two storey and side first storey extension to dwelling
	46 Hall Royd Walk
Silkstone Common

	2009/0345
	Erection of a first floor extension above existing garage
	8 Stonecroft Court
Silkstone Common



	2009/0347
	Erection of a first floor extension above existing garage
	1 Stonecroft Court

Silkstone Common

	2009/0346
	Erection of a rear two storey extension and first floor extension above existing garage
	3 Stonecroft Court

Silkstone Common



	2009/0412
	Erection of a single storey side extension to dwelling
	Hall Royd Farm

Hall Royd Lane

Silkstone Common

	2009/0413
	Demolition of existing single detached garage and erection of double detached garage (resubmission)
	10 Hall Royd Lane

Silkstone Common


08-207
DECLARING AN INTEREST

RESOLVED to note the guidance to councillors on declaring an interest and on bias and predetermination.

08-208
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY

RESOLVED to approve the Community Engagement Strategy and to thank Cllr Brocklehurst for writing this document.
FURTHER RESOLVED that the document will be reviewed annually (next review date April 2010)
08-209
WEBSITE

RESOLVED that the Parish Council will not allow links from their website to any businesses which are not based in Silkstone or Silkstone Common.

FURTHER RESOLVED that links to Yorkshire wide charities will be permitted.

08-210
GRANTS

RESOLVED to approve the list of grant aid payments suggested by the Grants Working Party with the exception of the Old Silkstone Band and Silkstone B Band; the Clerk will contact the B Band to clarify the relationship between the two bands to enable the Parish Council to make an informed decision on the allocation of grant aid to these two groups.
FURTHER RESOLVED that the grant aid form layout be reviewed at the next Parish Council meeting to include an item asking grant applicants to be specific about what the awarded grant will be used for.

08-211
SILKSTONE RECREATION GROUND

RESOLVED that Cricket field drainage be placed on the next Parish Council agenda for discussion.

RESOLVED that the changing room’s damp problem be placed on the next Parish Council agenda for discussion.

RESOLVED to note that youths have been making fires in the woods and that the Police have been informed.
RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact Vokera to arrange for an engineer to service and repair the boiler at the pavilion as soon as possible.
a. Silkstone Recreation Ground and Pavilion budget monitoring and contractor timesheets
Cllr Stier outlined his concerns about the working parties proposed timesheet for the handyman and stated that he felt it would be impossible to set specific hours for the handyman or set standard timescales for regular tasks.  The Parish Council felt that the timesheets tasks and hours setting should be done in collaboration with the contractors so that the new procedure is not forced upon them but agreed with them.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council wish to thank the Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party for producing the budget monitoring proposals and the timesheets which the Parish Council approves.  The working party are asked to report back to the Parish Council in 6 months time to advise whether the new procedures are proving successful.

b. Football pitch renovation works
RESOLVED to place an order with Pugh Lewis for the football pitch renovation works and to ask Matt Dawson as the Parish Council’s grounds man to supervise the work on site.  
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact the football team representatives to find out the date of the last football match so that Pugh Lewis can be given a date to carry out the works.
08-212
SILKSTONE IN BLOOM SPONSORSHIP SIGNAGE
RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact the Highways department to ascertain whether their permission is required to erect a sign on the planters at the Roses site since the area is set back from the Highway.  The Clerk will liaise with Silkstone in Bloom representatives and the Chilli Lodge to agree a location and sign design.

08-213
SILKSTONE LANE HGV STATISTICS
RESOLVED to note the statistics.

08-214 INVOICES FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments dated 6 April 2009 in the sum of £5,608.44 
08-215 AREA FORUM/OTHER MEETINGS
Cllr Stier reported on the last area forum meeting.

08-199
 CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE
RESOLVED to note the following correspondence received since the last meeting of the Parish Council.

	Silkstone Common Good Companions
	Thank you letter for top up transport grant

	Silkstone Luncheon Club
	Thank you letter for top up transport grant

	YLCA
	Power of Well Being Training cost set at £30 and is therefore non negotiable

	SYPTE
	Information on MI card – noted

	English Heritage
	Local Conservation Area info available on their website www.english-heritage.org.uk/conservationareas

	BMBC M Fensome
	Costs of improvement works on Silkstone Common Rec –next month agenda item

	Info request
	Beacon Billa info and photos request – forward to Jim Ritchie and Andy Horsfield

	Boundary stone Mayor invite form
	Cllr Bower to forward form to Clerk

	e-mail from resident regarding roads at SY Buildings
	Cllr Bower to reply direct to resident

	YLCA
	Nomination papers for SY Branch – Silkstone PC nominate Cllr Liddell as Chairman


08-200
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING on Monday 11 May 2009 at 6.00pm at Silkstone Primary School 

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING on Monday 11 May 2009 at 8.00pm with presentation of grant aid cheques to local groups , followed by a reception for the local groups representatives.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm
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