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MINUTES of the ANNUAL PARISHIONERS  MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH held on Monday 19 April 2010 at 7pm at Silkstone Primary School.
PRESENT

Chairman: Cllr R Leech
Councillors:  Mrs P Gallamore, P Smith and R Stier.

Ward Councillor R Barnard and 13 Members of the Public
1. NOMINATION OF CHAIRMAN

In the absence of the Parish Council’s Chairman and Vice-Chairman; it was RESOLVED that Cllr R Leech chair this Annual Parishioners Meeting.

2.  APOLOGIES

RESOLVED to note apologies from Cllr Liddell, Cllr Bower, Ward Cllr J Wilson and Ward Cllr P 
Hand Davis.

3.  MINUTES


RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Annual Parishioners Meeting on 20 April 2009 as a true 
and accurate record.

4. WARD COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Ward Councillor R Barnard addressed those present. He stated that the Council Tax for BMBC has 
increased by 2.5% and that public finance is under pressure. He expressed his concern that the 
public Area Forum meetings had ceased and said that he felt these had been worthwhile meetings 
to engage local people. Unfortunately there has been no replacement public meetings. Since 
there is now no Area Forums, one of the Ward Councillors attends the Parish Council’s meetings to 
address any concerns from residents or the Parish Council. He said that Highways issues continue 
to be a concern for the area, with road repairs needed due to neglect over many years. Thankfully 
the Parish has not seen a repeat of the flooding from 2007 and it seems at present that the flood 
defence measures are working. Silkstone and Silkstone Common primary school are performing 
significantly better than the national and Local Authority (LA) average with Level 4 results of 97 % 
and 100% respectively (the LA average is 75%). Unfortunately the local secondary schools are not 
performing well with Darton High having recently been inspected by Ofsted and placed in special 
measures. 
5. PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
In the absence of Cllr Liddell, Cllr Leech read the Parish Council Chairman’s annual report – which follows :

Parish Councillors - Thanks


Firstly, I would like to thank all the councillors who have given their time and efforts for the benefit 
of the Parish this last twelve months.

Councillors Colin Bower, Pat Smith,Ron Stier, Pete Handley,Richard Brocklehurst

Jonathan Charlesworth, Pat Gallamore and Richard Leech


Achievements


I mentioned last year that our clerk, Karen Canadine, had passed the “Working With Your Council” 
certificate.  This year she continued her hard work and completed the “Certificate In Local Council 
Administration”.  As a result the council was able to apply for, and obtained, Quality Council status.  
This demonstrates that the Council is run in a professional manner with up to date policies and 
procedures in place.  The Council also met all the requirements to adopt the Power of Well Being 
that allows the Parish Council more flexibility in taking actions that improve “The Economic, Social 
or Environmental well being of the community”.  None of this would be possible without our hard 
working Parish Clerk.  


Meetings


Attendance at Parish Council meeting this year was 85%.  This has been consistent now for a number 
of years.  Yet again the weather affected our meetings as the January meeting had to be postponed 
for two weeks.


Following the closure of the Mission Rooms, Parish Council meetings in Silkstone Common now 
take place on the first Tuesday of the month in the Methodist Church. 


All the councillors, and the clerk, continue to attend meetings or serve on groups on behalf of the 
Parish Council and that ultimately means on your behalf.  I hope you will continue to encourage and 
support all the councillors in their efforts to make Our Parish a better place to live.  


More Thanks


There are people not on the Parish Council who do a lot for us.  Linda Marsh continues to support 
the production of the newsletter and Mark Haigh continues to deliver it. Thanks also to Colin Waring 
for the quality of the work undertaken around the Parish, especially on the recreation ground and the 
changing rooms.  I would also like to make a special mention, as I did a few years ago, of Mr & Mrs 
Fieldsend who continue to litter-pick and tidy Cone Lane.  Tony is also a regular attendee of, and a 
contributor to, the Parish Council Meetings.  I would also like to thank the CARE group for their 
continuing work around the parish.


Parish Council

Precept – The Parish Council has held the precept this year at £60,500.

Parish Council Newsletter – For many years, the Newsletter has been the main vehicle by which 
the Parish Council has communicated with the Parish.  This year, Colin Bower, after editing the first 
fifty editions, decided to retire from the position.  The Parish Council wished to thank Colin for 
making the newsletter so successful.  The new editor is Diane Brown who has worked with the 
Parish Council on other occasions.  We wish her all the best in the role and look forward to changes 
she wishes to make.


Legislation –A piece of legislation that we nearly missed re-instated the power of Parish Councils to 
create Freemen of the Parish.  This power was available to Parish Councils but lost in the 1974 re-
organisation.  It has now been restored so if you know of anyone deserving of this honour, please let 
us know.


Silkstone War Memorial – The Parish Council was unable to secure funding for the development 
project in the area surrounding the war memorial.  This was mainly due to land being owned by 
BMBC.  Negotiations are now taking place that will either transfer the land to the Parish Council or 
grant us a very long lease that should enable us to obtain the grants required for the work.


Woodlands – The Parish Council is working with the South Yorkshire Forestry Partnership and The 
Forestry Commission to create a management plan for all our woodland areas.


Recreation Grounds - The adverse weather during the winter has again resulted in an ingress of 
water into the changing rooms on Silkstone Recreation ground.  Studies are taking place to decide 
the best solution to the problem.  Silkstone Common Recreation Ground will have a concrete cricket 
wicket added this year.


Poster Competition – The Parish Council ran a road safety competition this year with the winning 
posters published in the newsletter.  The winners were Joshua Plant-Hately and Kira Rossiter.


Parish


Crime and Safety – The level of crime and anti-social behaviour continues to fall and this trend is 
one we want to continue.  The Parish Council did consider applying for a Designated Public Place 
Order to prevent underage drinking on Silkstone Recreation ground but after receiving police advice 
on the effectiveness of such orders decided not to pursue it.  There has been an increase in the 
number of drive-offs from Silkstone Garage that has prompted the Co-op to only allow HGV’s to use 
the high-speed diesel pump.


Pals Memorial Stone – The service of dedication for the Pals Memorial Stone took place on the 16th 
May last year and the Roggins group are now in the process of creating an Interpretation Board for 
the site.


Youth Participation – The Youth Participation Worker, Lauren Simmons, who joined us last year 
has now left and been replaced by Emma Baines and Tom Markham.  They are continuing the 
MUGA project, which has unfortunately been held up by the need to get planning permission.


Scout Hut – Funding for this project has been difficult to obtain.  It is now being called a 
Community Building in the hope this will allow a greater range of funders to be approached.


Twinning Visit – We had a very successful visit from our twin town of St Florent des Bois which 
included trips to York, Hull and Castleton.  During the visit, plans were discussed for the 20th 
Anniversary celebrations to be held in St. Florent, 24 - 31 July in 2011.  A section of footpath 8, 
from Ben Bank Road to Hall Royd Walk has now been named St Florent Way.  Many thanks to the 
organisers, especially Yvonne Dinsdale, and those people who accommodated the visitors.


Other Events – There was another successful 2 Villages event, which included Rocking The Rec 
and the more controversial Barnsley Original Music (BOMFest) event at Silverwood.


Winter Weather – We had one of the worst winters for many years, which resulted in a large 
number of requests for grit bins in different locations.  Unfortunately we had a lot of grit taken from 
the bins for use by individuals for their own driveways.  The grit bins are for public use on roads and 
footways.  As a result, next year there may be fewer bins but more gritting on more roads by BMBC.  
I must add at this point, that despite the excessive demand for grit, the Parish Council agreed that 
BMBC did an excellent job in keeping the main roads clear.


Next Year


General Election/Local Election – The Parish Council would encourage everyone to make sure you 
are registered to vote and that you use that vote.  We are part of a new parliamentary constituency so 
if you want your favourite to win, make sure you vote on 6th May.


Parish Council – This will be last year of the current parish council so if you would like to make a 
difference and help improve the quality of life in the parish, please consider joining us next year.  
You can speak to the clerk, any councillor or myself about the role and the responsibilities of being a 
parish councillor.


The End


The Parish Council will continue to work to make the bad bits good and the good bits better.  Thank 
you.

6. Award of Grants 2010/2011
Cllr Leech presented cheques to the local groups in attendance and each group spoke briefly about their group.

Jack Dransfield – Jack’s father Dave Dransfield accepted the cheque on his belhalf and advised that the grant would be used to pay for his England tracksuit. Cllr Smith also advised those present that it is was only possible to award this grant to an individual since the Parish Council adopted the Power of Well Being in October 2009.
Silkstone Common WI -  Most members of the WI are from Silkstone Common and members from Silkstone are encouraged to join. Speakers address the WI every month and all ladies are very welcome to join this friendly group.
Silkstone Luncheon Club – This club is for 60 + residents. 2 of the members are 94. They meet on Mondays at the Ring O Bells for lunch, bingo and raffles. They also have day trips. Invite new members to join this club to keep you young !

Silkstone Lodge Bowling Club – The Club was founded in 1920 after the war. It is good exercise and everyone is welcome.

Silkstone Common Good Companions -  This year is a special year as it is the 50th year of the Good Companions. The secretary/treasurer Terry Daniel started in his role in 1960 and does a brilliant job. The group is none religious and meets at the Methodist Chapel in Silkstone Common. The subs are £5 with free refreshments. The grant will go towards the cost of outings and entertainment. There is a Christmas lunch, raffles and a bring & buy sale twice a year. All welcome.
Silkstone Parish in Bloom – Silkstone Parish in Bloom covers the villages of Silkstone and Silkstone Common. Their aim is to make the villages look nice. The Parish Council grant will pay for the summer bedding plants.

A full list of the grants awarded follows:-
	Payee
	Minute
	Total

	 
	No
	 

	Old Silkstone Band
	09-200
	400.00

	
	 
	 

	Old Silkstone B Band
	09-200
	400.00

	
	 
	 

	Jack Dransfield
	09-200
	100.00

	
	 
	 

	Silkstone Brownies
	09-200
	200.00

	
	 
	 

	Silkstone Guides
	09-200
	200.00

	 
	 
	 

	Silkstone Scouts, Cibs & Beavers
	09-200
	400.00

	 
	
	 

	Silkstone Church
	09-200
	50.00

	 
	 
	 

	Silkstone Common WI
	09-200
	100.00

	
	 
	 

	Silkstone Common Ladies Choir
	09-200
	100.00

	 
	 
	 

	Silkstone Luncheon Club
	09-200
	350.00

	 
	 
	 

	Silkstone Lodge Bowling Club
	09-200
	250.00

	 
	 
	 

	Silkstone Common Good Companions
	09-200
	350.00

	 
	 
	 

	Penistone Paramount
	09-200
	300.00

	 
	 
	 

	Edward Bear Toddler Group
	09-200
	250.00

	 
	 
	 

	Silkstone in Bloom
	09-200
	400.00

	
	
	

	
	£
	3,850.00


7. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Bin – Silkstone Common Recreation Ground - A resident asked if anything could be done about 
the overflowing bin on the Silkstone Common Recreation Ground. The Chairman advised that 
this 
issue had already been reported to 
Elaine 
Down from Neighbourhood Services at Barnsley 
MBC. They empty the bin weekly but are having problems with an unknown resident depositing 
the 
waste from their pets cage in the bin. This means that the bin has no space for normal 
rubbish. 
Regulatory services will be leafleting the immediate area around the recreation ground to 
advise residents that pet waste should not be deposited in public bins but in their own household 
waste bin or compost bin. Neighbourhood Services will also put a notice on the bin and an article 
will be included in the next Parish Council newsletter.


Dog mess – A resident asked if anything could be done about dogs fouling in open fields. Cllr Stier 
advised that it is not illegal for dogs to foul open fields. Owners can be fined if their dogs foul a 
public footpath or public open space. Names of offenders can be reported anonymously to Barnsley 
MBC. Please do not approach a dog owner to complain if you witness their dog fouling a public 
place, it may not be safe to do so. The Parish Council will continue to highlight the problems of this 
issue in their newsletter.

High St, Silkstone Bus Shelter – A resident reported that the bus shelter is being used as a public 
convenience and is very unpleasant. Cllr Barnard agreed to raise this with the Passenger Transport 
Authority to ask how frequently the shelter area is cleaned and to request that it is cleaned asap.

8.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED to note that the 2011 Annual Parishioners Meeting will be held in April 2011 on a date to be agreed by the Parish Council, when their meeting dates are set in November 2010.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40pm.
	Chairman’s Signature
	Date

	
	


APM Minutes 19 April 2010

