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SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCILLORS

Chairman of the Council
Cllr Derek Liddell
15 Black Horse Drive, Silkstone Common
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Cllr Colin Bower
15 Woodland Rise, Silkstone Common
Tel:790416 or e-mail colin@i-online.co.uk
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Jonathon Charlesworth
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Richard Leech
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Patrick Smith
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Ron Stier
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The Parish Council meets on the first Monday of the Month with the exception of August when there is no meeting. Meetings are held at 6.45pm and alternate between Silkstone Primary School and the Mission Rooms in Silkstone Common. A public question time is held between 6.45pm and 7.00pm. Please see website or contact the Clerk for more information.
Our mission

“To improve the quality of life for the residents in and visitors to Silkstone and Silkstone Common.”

An overview by the Chairman 
Cllr Derek Liddell

Firstly, I would like to thank all the councillors who have given their time and efforts for the benefit of the Parish this last twelve months.
Changes
Last year we lost Caroline Fishpool to a house move.  She had served this council for a number of years and had taken a specific interest in children’s and young people’s issues within the Parish.  We also lost Jill Johnson who found it difficult to find the time to serve on the council.  As a result we welcomed Richard Brocklehurst and Jonathan Charlesworth to the Council.
I mentioned last year that our clerk, Karen Canadine, had proved more than capable in the first few months of her appointment.  This has continued as she has passed her “Working With Your Council” certificate and is well on the way to completing the Certificate In Local Council Administration.  Karen has also taken over the administration of two community groups as they have now become committees of the Parish Council.
Meetings
Attendance at Parish Council meetings this year was 84%.  This includes an adjustment for the loss of the February meeting due to the weather. We had a total of 76 attendances out of a possible 90.

All the councillors, and the clerk, continue to attend meetings or serve on groups on behalf of the Parish Council and that ultimately means on your behalf.  I hope you will continue to encourage and support all the councillors in their efforts to make Our Parish a better place to live.  

More Thanks
There are people not on the Parish Council who do a lot for us.  Linda Marsh continues to support the production of the newsletter and Mark Haigh continues to deliver it. Thanks also to Colin Waring for the quality of the work undertaken around the Parish, especially on the recreation ground and the changing rooms.
I would also like to thank those members of the public who have attended Parish Council meetings in the last year, but we would like to see a lot more parishioners at the meetings.

Parish Council

The Parish Council has had a busy year.  We increased our assets with the purchase of a chairman’s pendant.  We also adopted a mission statement for the first time (see above).

Legislation 
Parts of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act have now been enacted.  The important part for us is the Power of Well Being which will become the power of first choice in any actions the Parish Council wants to take.  It was anticipated that this power would be linked to Quality Parish Status but this will not be the case.  However, we still have to undergo some training and meet certain criteria before we are able to use the power.

Relationships - BMBC 
The Parish Council has good working relationships with BMBC and attends the liaison meetings that are held twice a year.

Committees
 The Parish Council took over the administration of the Playing Fields Management Committee last year.  We have now also included the Twinning Association as a Parish Council Committee. The Parish Council will encourage each one to be as autonomous as possible.

National Association of Local Councils 
The Parish Council has been successful in moving two items for discussion up to NALC.  The first is regards the use of credit cards and electronic payments by parish councils.  When the legislation was passed in 1974 there was no concept of the Internet and very few people used credit cards. Times have changed and this needs to be reviewed.  The second is regards the Queens’ Diamond Jubilee in 2012.  2012 is also the Olympic year and there was a danger the Diamond Jubilee would be overlooked or treated a lesser event.  Since this will be only the second time a monarch has remained on the throne for this length of time, people need to be given the opportunity to celebrate it properly.

Website 
The Parish Council website is now www.silkstoneparishcouncil.gov.uk.  It was decided to take advantage of the opportunity to use a .gov.uk domain name although the naming conventions were somewhat limited by the cabinet office.  However, we felt the name ought to reflect the parish council as a level of government so we decided to make the change.

Parish Newsletter
 We now use a commercial printer for producing the newsletter.  We have to thank Huthwaites for the many years they have produced the newsletter at very little cost.  Unfortunately, they no longer have the spare resources to continue to do this for us.  

Silkstone Common Recreation Ground
The Parish Council conducted a survey this year as to the future development of the area.  The majority consensus was to leave it as it is. However, we will, when possible, seek to improve the facilities that are currently available.  I must remind you that SCRG is a CISWO ground held in trust by BMBC and not owned by the Parish Council.

Allotments 
There is a national increase in the demand for allotments.  This year the Parish Council made vigorous efforts to find land in the parish suitable for allotments but were not able to do so.  If anyone can help in this matter, it would be greatly appreciated.

Silkstone War Memorial 
The Parish Council now has plans for improvements to this area.  Unfortunately, we have not been able to secure any external funding or grants for this project. 

Minority Faiths
The Parish Council were contacted by BMBC regarding the possibility of increasing the cemetery near Silkstone Cross to include an area for minority faiths.  It seems the Muslim community preferred Silkstone over any other place.

Planning 
As ever, planning causes the most contention in the Parish.  The composting site in Stainborough has been approved by the planning board, despite the scientific evidence that the process to be used may be harmful to the environment and to people in the surrounding area.  There have been two successful applications to install 15 metre wind turbines.  I hope any statistics that can be collected from the operation of them can be used in the wider debate regarding renewal energy.  Although there have been no successful applications for tandem developments, there is now a trend towards knocking down a house on a large plot and building three or four to replace it. This is tandem development by the back door and will be opposed by the Parish Council when possible.

Crime and Safety
This year, we haven’t had the level of crime and anti-social behaviour seen in previous years.  This is a trend throughout the borough and congratulations are due to the police for the initiatives they have developed to reduce crime.  However, we did suffer a break-in at the storage containers on the recreation ground. Although the loss was minimal it was the nature and time of the break-in that was disturbing.  Several other places suffered a similar loss during that time.

Pals Memorial Stone
The sculpture has now been brought in to the parish and is located in Silverwood Scout Camp.  Many thanks are due to Syd Dyson for his efforts in progressing this project.  Thanks also to the 106 Field Squadron of the Royal Engineers Territorial Army in moving the sculpture from Elsecar to Silverwood.

Orchard Wood
The hedge behind Black Horse Drive has been laid for the second time.  Members of CARE have also cleared most of the overgrowth in the meadow.  Some has been deliberately left to benefit the local insect population.

Youth Participation
 We now have a new Youth Participation Worker, Lauren Simmons, who is working with our young people to improve the hard surface area in Silkstone Recreation Ground and create a bigger Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA).  The young people are aiming to raise the funding for this project.

Scout Hut
 The plans for relocating and building a new scout hut have been approved.  The guides and scouts are now seeking funding to continue this project.

Play Equipment 
BMBC, through Neighbourhood Pride, installed two new items on the play area at Manor Park.  This area is mainly for younger children.  

Post Office 
The Post Office in the bakery was closed following the Post Office review.  Great efforts were made by the Parish Council and our ward councillors to retain as many branches as possible but it seems the “consultation” was for information purposes only.

Stop & Surf Bus
The Stop & Surf Bus used to attend Silkstone Recreation ground but this has now ceased due to the end of the funding programme.  The Parish Council did provide some additional funds to extend the life of the project but this could not continue indefinitely.

Mission Rooms 
Last year, the Anglican and Methodist churches consulted on the future use of the buildings in Silkstone Common.  Most of the activities and groups that used the Mission Rooms have now moved elsewhere, mainly to the Methodist Church.  The future of the Mission Rooms is being discussed with various groups.
Next Year

PALS Stone
There was a service of dedication at the PALS stone, in Silverwood Scout Camp on 16th May.  A number of selected dignitaries and representatives of relevant groups attended.
Two Villages Festival 
This will take place between 2nd and 5th July.  This year, it will include a celebration of 200 years of Silkstone Waggonway.

BOM fest
The BOM fest event will take place at Silverwood Scout Camp on 25th July.  

Twinning Visit 
Members of the St Florent twinning group will be visiting us on 31st July.  A number of activities have been arranged but we will require people to host the visitors.

The End
The Parish Council will continue to work to make the bad bits good and the good bits better.  Thank you.             
Cllr Derek Liddell  

 Chairman 2008-2009
The Parish Council Accounts 2008-2009
A full explanation of the accounts can be found on the Parish Council’s website silkstoneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Overall summary

	Fund Balance Summary
	

	Balance B/fwd
	94,604.74

	Receipts
	13,382.76

	Total
	107,987.50

	Payments
	72,568.36

	Balance C/fwd 31 March 2009
	35,419.14


Summary Receipts and Payments for the year ending 31 March 2009.
	Receipts
	2007/2008
	2008/2009

	Precept (£52,000 banked April 07 & £59,000 banked March 08)
	111,000.00
	0

	Allotments
	        237.50
	   200.00

	Bank interest
	     2,720.62
	2,196.17

	Newsletter Adverts
	        495.00
	   635.00

	Grants
	2,200.00
	3,340.00

	Silkstone Recreation Ground & Pavilion User Groups contribution
	762.80
	3,042.75

	Recreation
	0
	445.50

	Vat
	11,296.81
	3,523.34

	Total Receipts
	128,712.73
	13,382.76


	Payments
	2007/2008
	2008/2009

	Administration
	5,038.86
	7,467.60

	Employees
	17,431.15
	16,302.01

	Silkstone Recreation Ground & Pavilion
	28,234.36
	29,927.11

	Recreation
	8,134.40
	6,479.78

	Grants to local groups
	6,000.00
	5,340.00

	s137 grants
	Incl in grants to local groups
	1,025.00

	Community facilities
	0
	1,085.00

	Clerk & Councillor
Training
	Incl in miscellaneous
	1,323.30

	Miscellaneous
	1,085.18
	0

	Vat
	3,193.34
	3,618.56

	Total Payments
	69,117.29
	72,568.36


Mrs Karen Canadine
Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
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